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Mea qutdtm ftnUnltS^pacty qu€t nihil habttura fd itifidinrum^ 
fmptr eji confuhndum. De Offic. Lib. i . 

There is a Tide in .the Affairs of Men, 

Which taken at theFlood, leads on to Fortune } 

Omitted, all the Voyage of their Life 

Js bound in Shi^lowa and in Miferies. 

On fuch a full Sea are w« nOw a- float, 

And wc muft take the Current when it ferves. 

Or lofe our Veuture*. SwAKisr. 
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L E T T E R 



Addressed t 



Two GREAT MEN. 



il^LoRD, and SiK^ 

YOU will be furprifcd ?t an Addrcfs made to 
you jointly in this Manner i but as I have 
not the Honour to be much acogainted with ci- 
ther of you, (though I eftecm ylSboth, at Icaflr 
while you remain connc6fccd) I hope you will for- 
-^gtve^me for troubling you, in this public Way; 
and the rather, as I think the Matters I (hall 
write upon, to be of very great Importance ; and 
as you will difcover by what I am going to fuggeft 
to you, that I am a true Friend to Old England^ 
and a finccre Lover of my Country. 

I have long thought that our Miniflers of State 
may be much affiftcd, in their Deliberations, by 
Rrfons who have not the Honour of fitting at the 
i^ouncil-board. , The wifcft Mcafurcs have often 
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been pointed cwit, in the Courfe of parliamentary 
Debate; and Members of either Houftr, perhaps 
thofe Icaft confulted by Government, have fre- 
quently been.earlieft in fuggelling fuch Plans of 
public Policy, as Government itfelf has been glad 
to adopt. The Extindion of fadious Oppofition, 
the Unanimity of every Party, and the Acquief- 
cence of every Connexion, in whatever Scheme is 
propofecl by his Majefty's Servants, while it hath 
produced infinite Advantages to tfhe Public -, hath 
deprived thofe who dire6l the Cabinet, of all fuch 
Parliamentary Inftruftion, as their Predeceflbrs in 
Power ufed to receive. You-, my Lord, of late, 
fcarcely hear any Speech in the Houfe of Lords, 
but that of a I .awyer on a 'Scotch Appeal ; and the 
hereditary Council of the Nation rarely aiTemble 
for higher Purpofes than to 2i\x.tv Settlements and de- 
liberate on Bills of Divorce. And you. Sir, in the 
■other Houlc, where fo many fi<:illful Champions 
uled formerly to engage, and ftruggle for Viitory, 
rerhain fingle in the Field of Battle -, and your 
Speaker takes the Chair only to vote Millions and 
levy Thoufands, without the kaft Debate or' Opi- 

pofition. 

The Channel of Parliamentary Inftrudion being 
thus ftopt, no other but that oT the Prefs • is lett 
open, for thofe Heads of Advice to which it^nw 
be worth your while to attend. For this Rcafb'n 
it is, that I have thought of addrefTing you in this 
Manner., Who I am, it matters not. Let it fuf- 
fice, that, unpenfioncd and unemployed, 1 can vie, 
in Zeal for the Public, with thofe who tafte the 
Sweets of exorbitant Salaries, and unfathomed Per- 
quifites. Whether my Knowledge be equal to my 
Zeal i whether my Acquaintance with the World, 
and Experience in Bufmefs, have enabled me |o 
offer any Jhing that may b£ o f. real Utility^ jhuA 
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lot determined by you, and by the Public. Thiff 
1 am certain of, that my Intention is honeft •, and 
while I pleafc myfelf, I fliall endeavour, Ac the fame • 
time, not to offend either of you. Some Prodvjc- 
tions, in which you have, of late, been jointly taken 
Notice of, proceeded from Sif amicus Difppfition, . 
which I am unacquainted with, and deteft. For, 
far from wifhing to difunite andfeparate your In- 
terefts; I am fully perfuacjed that without your per- 
fed Harmony and Union, the gr at Events which 
have happened under your Adminiftration, will 
not have thofe permanent good Conle quences fo 
much to be wiflied tor : And it is only frj^ yourl 
joint Concurrence, that we can hope for any of 
thofe prudent, fpirited and national Meafures con- 
cerning which I propofe tq offer you a few Hints, 
in this Addrefs. , 

Confidering the prefent diftreffed Condition of ■ 
France^ fallen from its alarmingPower,andGreatnefs, , 
into the loweft St^te of Diftrefs and Impotence ; un- 
fortftnatein it?Twlkary Operations in every^Quirter 
of the Globe •, beaten aU Europe over by Sea and Cand; 
its Fleets failing, only to be deflroyed ; its Armies 
marching, only to run 'away ; without Trade-, no. 
Credit ; (topping Payments, protefting Bills, and ^ 
to all Intents and Purpofes a Bankrupt Nation -, 
-^nwrXypihe Princes of the Blood, the Nobility, » 
and the ^lergy carrying in all their Plate to be 
toined, for the prefent extreme Exigency of their 
Affairs I difappointed and baffled in all -their 
Schemes pn the Continent, and taught to think 
no more of Inva/ms, by the Deftrudion of the 
only Flcci they had left; — I fay, confidering all -^ 
thefc Circimaances, which I have not exaggerated, 
in the fea^, it is not unnatural to imagine, that ^ 
a Pxriod will foon be put to the Troubles of £«-^ 
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Toon be reduced to the N^ceflity of fuing fof 
Peace. , , • • y , 

- We have had Blobdflied enough. God forgive 
thoir'who have.occafioned thi? teiTible Deftrudion 
of the human Species, and fpread Mifery, and De» 
vaftation, for fo long a Tinie, in'alnnoft every 
Corner of the Globe. The great Succefs with 
which the Arms 0f Britain- hay t been bkfled, puts 
it in our Power to give Peace'to Europe : .2ixi^\i 
is to the Hotiour of 'his Majefty and thofe who di- 
re<ft his Councils^ that the Diftreffes of bur Ene- 
mies have only enabled him to "^givfe^ the World z 
Proof of his Moderation ; and to fhew that his In- 
clination to make Peace, keeps Pace with the Ina- 
bility of Franc f to prolong the \Yar.' ■ S 

" As. his Majefty' entered into this War, not 

'♦'»from Views of Ambition, fo he does no| Wifh 

" to continue it, from Motives" of Refcntmeni;. 

** The Defire of his Majefty's iieart is, to fee a 

" Stop put to the Effufion of Chriftian Blood." 

What was declared, in the above Paragraph of 
his Majefty's Speech from the Throne, to our owA 
Parliament, at the Opening of this Seffion, has fince 
that, been notified in Form to our Enemy^ The 
Readinefs of ^»^Az»^, SLnd Pru/fm, to^nter into a 
Treaty, and to give* Peace to ChriftendomjowFhich 
Prince Lewis of tVolfe'nbuttle hath been autliorizej' 
to communicate to the French Minlfter at the Hague^ 
will, no^ doubt, open the Door for a Ncgotlajtiori, 
in a Manner the moft likely to be embraced iy the 
Court of Ferfailks', whofe Difgraces and Djftrefles 
too great to be diiTenihled, and too extenfive td 
be rebcdied, will dilpole th*em to liflen wkh -At* 
temion to eves y Propofal of Accommodation, made 
to them by, ajr I'nemy whofe Sword was uriflic^th- 
ed only 10 punifli I'erfidy ; and whofe SUGcefles, - 
^ appears^ It on^'^ tlieiy filling theh-ilrfr Advantel- 
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?Qwards .a Treaty, have not infatuated them to 
' prefer unneceffary and ruinous .Conqueft, to^ rea- 
. jbnable and fulid Peace. ^ ' 

It is, therefore, to be hop^j-^ and to be believed, 

?hat Peace is not at a gpeat Diftance ; and^upon 

sbis Suppofition I iTiall beg Leave to ofFer'a few 

Confideiations to jo«, a^s to the Perfons onwhom 

che 'Fate of this Country depends ; Confiderations 

which, are equally important as they arq feafpnablc ; 

. Jind an„Attention tp which, before you enter upon 

^ Any Ne)gociation» may, perhaps, aflift"^you Cif^ 

may be allowed to fuppofc -yop (land in Need of 

vu/k Affiftance) : in diredling this NegociatidU to 

• ^ach^an IlTue, as may be equally honourableto your- 

(elves, and ufeful to the Public.- # 

In this'Situatiori of Affairs, one of the firft Mat- 

^ ters Relative to the future- Negociation, 9 which^ "no 
doubt, muft occur to you, will be, the. Choice of 
thofe ^Perfons who are to bd trutled with the 
great Concern*^ of this Nation as PlenipotentiatUs, 
As much wilf depend upon this Point, \ 
iliall beg L^ave to begin with giving you my 
Fhoughts upon it, and tljte other Topics on which 
i propofe to trouble you will naturally arife from . 
^i ach other without obferving any, other Order^ or 
C!onr>edion, befides that in which they Ihall pre* 
'^i themfelves to a Mind intent upon . its Subjed. 
"With regard then, to the Choice of Pknipoten- 
(larieSi I cannot but lament the Difficulties you 
have toertcounter, befdVe yotj will be able tdfind^ 
fuch as the Piiblic will have Reafon to thank yoa 
for. — I am not totally unknowing in the Charac- 
ters and Capacities of many among the great. But 
when Pcaft my £yes around me, I own that I am 

/: Surprized, greatly furprized, but flMI more grieved, 
:o find fo few among us, capable of conducing the 

~ — TTtduoits^ Tafk w inakifTg r f^ce. ™^¥hefhcf rhtf 7 
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hath arifen from Negleft in the Education of our 
Men of Quality -, or whether the Qualifications 
which fit them for Statpfmen, have been negleded, 
- in Comparifon of fuch as fit them for Arthur'^ or 
'Newmarket ; or whether it be owirig to the State 
Policy fo fyftematically adopted, oflate Years, of 
giving Places, not to the Perfons who can bed exe- 
cute theBufinefs — but to thofe who can beft do. a 
Job ; whatever be the Caufe, the Fad: is certain ; a^d 
it is Matter of Amazement that there fhould be fo few' 
in this Ifland, who have given any Proofs that they 
are capable of conducting with Ability, much lefs 
with Dexterity, thisimportant Bufinefsof a Nego- 
ciation m^^ France, Men who are-verfed in Trea- 
ties, knowing the Interefts, Pretenfions,'and Con- 
nexions of the feveral Princes of £ar^/f ; (killed in 
the Principles of publicjj.aw, and capable of ap- 
plying them on every particular Occafion ; ac- 
quainted with the Commerce, "the Colonies, the 
Manufactures of their own Country ; Maftcrs of 
all the Ipftances of Infradion of former Treaties, 
which occafioned the War we arg now engaged in: 
In a Word, Men whofe Rank and Cpnfequence 
amongft ourfelves, may command Refped, and 
procure them Authority, amongft our Enemies \ 
and who to every other Qualification, s'^eady 
enumerated, can boaft of an Integrity not to beVwyr.-' 
rupted, and a Stcadineft in fupporting the Inter- 
efts of their Country, wjiich no Difficulties can dif- - 

courage, and no Temptations can fliake: 

Such are the Men, whom yau muft endeavour to 
employ, in the approaching Ncgociation, and fuch, 
\ hope, ye will be ablc^to find; though, I own,, 
I am puzzled to guefs on whom the Clioice will 
fall, none being, as yet, pointed out by the pub- 
lic Voice, nor, perhaps, fixed upon, by yourfelves. 
Jmes h a v£b£cn» whea,j^ .aligh t have cx^jededy 

to 
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fee One named to fuch an important Office, meer- 
ly becaufe he was a Favourite, or a Favourite's Fa* 
vpurite ; becaufe he was connefted with this Mini- 
ftcr, or was a Relation of that great Man. But if 
wg have too frequently trifled with our national 
Concerns, by trulting them in fuch Hands, I need 
not fay that there are Circumftances at prefent 
which give us re^fonable Ground for hoping that 
the fame Sagacity, and Defire to ferve the Public 
which hath found out, and employed the propcreft 
Perfons to condud the Operations of the War, will 
be exerted to find /out the prupereft Perfons (few 

. as there are to be found) to condud the Delibera- 

^ lions of the Treat^. 

* :^ Very (kj^orable indeed muft be the Inabili- 
ties of'the wfons we Ihall employ, if their Nego- 
ciations for Peace be conduced fo awkwardly as to 
rob us of the Advantages we have gained by the 
War. If we may judge trom late Events, France 
feems as little to abound with Wifdom in the Ca- 
binet, as it doth with Courage and Condudlin the 
Field; And if the Negociations at Uffem, in 
which almolt all the Advantages of a War equally 
fuccefsful with the prefent, were given up, be urg- 
ed as an Inftance ol the fupcrior Dexterity oi French 
Politics, it ought p be remembered that this was 
more: o*vii)g to our own Divisions, than to their 

' ^sagacity, and the Inabilities of our Plenipotenti- 
aries at Utrecht^ tho* we had no great Rcaion, God 
knows, to brag of them. What, therefore, may 
we not cxpe4!:t from a Negociation to be begun in 
very difi^crcnt Circumftances •» when there exills no 
Fa(^lion whole Interelt it may be to perplex and de- 
feat iti and when that national Unanimity to which 
we, in a great Meafure, owe the Succcfs of the * 
War, will Hill continue to exert it's blefled EfFeds, 

Jill it m a ke U5 h a ppy wi t h ^ iklc and iionourable 

* Peace ? ^ 



w«h Dignity, Dexterity and Inteeritv C^ ' 
«;onr,der«ion which the Public ffiJ^T^,? 
*e weighed with the utmoTlStT A^^f 
:{uch Perfons cannot be found amonLr,'. , u\^! 
hope may not be the Cafe/v!.., °^ "' (which! 
AUTrnati've ftili in y^Jpii'" '^^'/^y ^^fi^^Wc 

-Ne^iation. where'. ind^Vor he Ho^ou^^f 
our Country, I could wifli tn fJ. ;, c """our of 
other Plenf^temia^k, to coSuft .'SfV^'^ 
thofe Miners who dh^dST^'thf wl^Tnl" 
Treaty ^ZW.«, i„ fuckHands, wUrmake^"!,! 

niOej, X?^'tie^w" h'Ihe g±ffic'^' '^^- 

n;.ndObfervatio„.ar '„: e^cTfcS^^^ 
and, moft commonly, are mt l»ft!n„ n P^*^ "*'» 

.^■equend,, feem tJo^n^J£l'tJTl%-'^ 
than ^preint Convenience 5 and the Law of N« °"' 
i« feldom appealed to, but to fanalft l!' »• °"f 
feve Appearfnc^. Nor a^.Je^tivi&S:' 

.T«.qr religioufly ScX g X t^^'Vil 
Wft It i, to break it. «k1 'wSo th nK T,^^ 
iuch Circumftances as to be ahl^ f„ 1, V ^. ""* '" 
Impunity ?_If fuch Infidelity £ t^"!^ " "'* 
' mongft Princes in ac^n,) L • ** "^'""'non •• 
Pcrience teaches Sf "ha? 'thr I?.?""' •'?"8 Ex- 
we ..e foon to t^ «ccl u, T? '^l"''-*'""" 
Part of Policy For J r- J ' ^'J'***' '"this 
to bind them. "" ^''"^' •'^ ^">"S though 
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f/rr. Faith is become proverbial, and tlie Neigh- 
^rs of France can reproach her with innumeraHle 
inccs of i moll profligate Difregard to the moft 
folemn Treaties. And the Reafon feems to be ob- 
vious, without fuppofing that Nation more perfi- 
dious than others. The Power, the Populoufnefsj/ 
the Extent, the Strength of the French Monarchy/ 
fisec them from thofe Apprehenfions which bind the 
weaker Side to be faithful to it*s Engagements; 
gnd depending upon the Inability of their. Neighs 
boursj confidcred finglyi to procure to themfclves 
Juftke, this, too frequently, has tempteddiem to 
the moft ibameful and barefaced Inftdncc* of na- 
tio«al .Breach of Faith. 

It well becomes us, therefore, at this Junfturf , 
when the DiftrciresoftheFr^f/&, we may hope, will 
oblige them to confcnt to Terms of Peace, unfa- 
vourable to thelntereft, and difgraceful to the GJo* 
ry of their Monarchy to take cVery Method ia 
our Power to fecure the Oblervance of thofe Con- 
ceffions they may make -, and to infift upon tbfeir 
giving us fuch Proofs of their Sincerity, bcfpreanf 
Negociation be entered upon, a^ may give lis fome 
AflTurancc that they mean to be more faithful t«, 
their future Engacementt.. ^ ^^ <• 

What Proof oriheif Sincerity, I would recom- 
mend it to you to demand, what ConceflTiona it will 
I I bt ncceflftry to iofii^upon, I IhaH beg Leave to 

1 ' mention \ after having firft fatisfied you by a De- 

tail of fome PirticuAars, that fuch Demands as I 
would propofe cannot be looked upon as the In- 
folencc of a Conqueror, but as the wife Foncfight of 
a People whom dear ■ bought Experience hath 
taught the proper Way of doing iticlf Jo (lice. - 

It may not, therefore, be unnrceflary to place 
before your Eyes, fome of the moll remafkvble In- 
j Unccaof French Pe rfi dy, w hich have givgn RiC r 
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to all the Troubles of Eurcfpe for above thefe Run* 
ated Years. 

The Peace cf mjiphalia *, while it fccured thc^ 
i-ibernes and Religion of Germany, alfo laid the 
Foundation of that Power which hath made Fi-aitce 
ever fmce, the Terror of Europe. By this Treaty «" 
the Upper and the Lower Alface, a Country of 
great Extent, and of infinite Confequence in Point 
©t Situation, was ceded to France. In this Country 
there were Ten Imperial Cities, whofe Privileges 
and Libertiei were in the moft folemn Manner fc- 
cored by the fame Treaty, which exprcHy fays^ 
^J^^^ fj^^ J^ll preferve their Freedom, and tbh the 
Ktng of France Jhall not ajfume over them, am Tbin^ 
w^ethan the bare Risk of Proteaion, How wat 
this Article obfcrved ? The ten Imperial Cities 
have been humbled to receive the French Yoke c- 
qually with the reft of Alface, and remain now, 
fafting Monuments, what others may cxpcft from 
Power unreftrained by Juftice. 
^ the Treaty t of the iy«^-f« flail enlarged the 
Boundaries of France, cfpecially oiv the Side of Plal^ 
^s J and the Spaniards thought thcmfelves fafe 
from farther Loffes, by the Marriage of their In- 
fantt to Louis the XIV. who upon that Occafion, 
jointly with her, made a formal Renunciation of 
all her Rights, to fucccedto any Part of the SpaniO, 
Poflcffions. And yet, with unparalleled Infolen<» 
feven Years had fcarcely elapfecf before Flanders wai 
again attacked, on Pretence of thofe very Right* 
which had been fo lately renounced, and which 
^ven tho* they had not been renounced, muft have 

T *D ^H^'r, ' ^'^^*='* 73» & Tcq. • b Article 8g. 

Le Roi de France ne B'arrogera, for ies viUes de 1« Prefeaure 
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appeared chimerical, unWfs a Sifter can have a 
Right to fucceed in i^referencc to her Brother. 

The Peace of Nmegueni reftoredthe Tranqu'rl- 
lity of Europe^ which the Invafion of Holland 
by the Frmh had difturbed. But fcarcely was the 
Peace figned before it was Iharaefuljy violated. The 
Decrees of the Chambers of Re-upion, by which 
Lewh the XIV. feized fo many Territories, to 
which he had not the Icaft Right 5 the Surprifal o£ 
Strqfbnrg^ and the Blockade of Luxemburghy fhew- 
cd fuch a Wantonnefs of Perfidy, as 00 Hiftory of 
the moft barbarous and unpolifbftd Savages coul4 
well exceed ; and juftly drew upon the common 
OppreiTor, the joint Vengeance of offended Em. 
rope* . . ' 

Who is ignorant of the Story of the Partition 
Tiicaty ? Solemnly entered inta to preferve that 
Tranquillity which the Treaty of R^wick had 
juft reftoredto Europey it was no fooner made thao 
it was Ihamefully abandoned by the Court of 
France I and for fuch Reafons as will, upon every 
Occafion, juflify every Injuftice. The Letter of 
the Treaty, indeed, was violated, they mult own | 
—but the Spirit of it waa what ought to be attend- 
ed to. And by fuch a Comment, worthier of a 
pitiful Sophifler, thanof amoft Chriftian King, hia 
Grandfon was alTifted in placing hiaifcJf on the 
Throne of Spain. 

The Politics of Lewis the XV. have been faith- 
fully copied from thofe of his- Great- Grandfather i 
and the Behaviour of France^ upon the Death of 
Charles the VI. is a frefh Proof, of how little Ufc 
are the mo(t fglemn Treaties, with a Power that 
knows no Ties butthofeof Intereft.— The Treaty 
4f >7MrM had but two or three Years before *, an-* 
nexed to the Crown of France^ the Dutchy ofLor^ 
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rarn ; a Ceffion which was purchafed, and ptirchaf- 
ed cheaply, by the Guarantee of the jiPragmatig 
■Sancton. By this Stipulation, France was under 
the mod folemn Engagements to fupport theQuccn 
of Hungary in the Pofftffion of all her Father's Do- 
minions. But how was the Engagement fulfilled ? 
Pofterity will fcarcely believe fuch bare faced Per- 
fidy was poflible, as our Times faw was actually a- 
vowed upon that Qccafion. Germany was, inftant- 
Jy, covered with the Armies of France, to aflift 
the Eieftor of Bavaria^ in an Attempt to overturn 
the Pragmatic Sancton fo lately guaranteed by France^ 
and to dethrone that Princefs whom the French 
were bound- by a Treaty, fworn to in the Name of 
the Holy Trinity, to proted: and defend from all 
her Enen^ies. 

. I have brought down this Sketch of French Faith 
to the prefent Times ; imperfeft indeed ; but, as 
far as it gops, ftriftly conformable to Hiftorical 
Truth.— What Confidence, then, can France ex- 
peft any of its Neighbours will put in her, after 
to many and fuch flagrant Inftances of national Per- 
jury, as (he appears to be guilty of ? — The Ca- 
talogue of her Infidelities will ftill be encreafed j 
and the little Reafon that our Ifland, in particular, 
has to truft Her, will ftill be more apparent, by 
reminding you of fome of the many Proofs, which 
Great Britain itfelf can appeal to, of French Inge- 
nuity in Treaty- breaking.— I (hall go no higher 
than the Peace of Utrecht, bccaufe the Inftances in 
whi( h it hath bt-en violated by^France^ have produ- 
ced the prefent War •, and becaufe the Enumera- 
tion of them-wil! lead me, naturally, to thofe Hints 
which } mean to throw out, as neccffary to be at- 
tended to, in our future NV-gociations •, and which,' 
jfhegledcd, will lofe to this National! the Fruit* 
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pf thofe Succefl^s, to gain which, we have ftrained 
every Nerve, and loaded ourfeives with a Burthen 
uncjer which it is a Miracle that we have not alrea- 
dy funk. 

The War which was clofed by the V^2iCtoi Utrecht 
had beei) undertaken with Views confined, altoge- 
ther, to tlifi Continent of £«rd7/»^, and* carried 6n> 
though at an immenfe gxpence,more to gain Con- 
quefts for our Allies, than^for ourielves. Howevier, 
in the Treaty of Peace, fome Advantages and Con- 
ceflions were ftipulated in Favour of the Crown of 
Great Britain^ and its commercial Interefts. 

By the 1 2 ch Article, All Nova Scotia or Acadia^ 
with iVs ancient Limits^ and with all its Dependencies^ 
is ceded to the Crown of GreAt Britain. 

AncJ by the 15th Article, The SubjeSfs of Fhnce^ 
Inhabitants of Canada^ and elfewhere^ fhall not Mfturh 
or moleji, in any manner whatever^ the Five Indian 
Nations which are fubje^ to Great Britain, nor it* s 
other American Allies. r u 

Let us now fee how thefe Articles have blen ob- 
ferved. The French feem to have had \vicyCaptal 
Views in all their American Schemes, ever fince 
they have thought Trade arid Commerce ah Object 
worthy of their Attention. The firft was to cx- 
^tend thcmfelves fromCanada, Southwards, through 
the Lakes along the Back of our Colonies ; by 
which pieans they might anfwer a double Purpofe, 
of cutting off our Communication with the Indian 
Nations, and of opening a Communication for 
themfelves, between the Rivers St. Lawrence and 
Mijfiftppi, and thus to join, as it were, their Colo- 
nies of Canada and Louiftana. The other Part of 
their Plan, equally important, and more immedi- 
ately fatal to our Interefts in North America, was 
fo gain a Communication with thcOcean j the only 
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A^ceft they now have to Canada, through-the RU 
ver 5/ L<nm-ence,bcmg ftut up h»lf the Year. 
. . Fu]| of th.s favorite Projeft of Jmrican Em. 
p.re, foon after the Treaty of Utrecht, they began 

dir^ vTollr'" ^'':'^? °" '''« Continent,^ 

As long .go as 1720, they feized and fortified 

the moft important Pafs in Jmerke, at Niazara 1 

'"""^r^ Country of the five Indian Sm\ 

. from which the .5th Article of the Treaty of"' 

^^L^'^f 7^"""''*'^ '^"^- The infinite 'colfc 
l^ubt, about Trekfes. For by means of this U- 
furpatHJt. they m a Manner, became Matters of 

InH^J!^, °^'' """^ ""y 'heir Chain of Fort. 

I he Plan of Ufurpation on the Back of our 
Colonies went on gradually and fuccefsfully from 

uZltJnV "^^^''^''" 0"n«d hy the Peace of 
Wtmit to be our Subjrtls, were debauched from 

^If ■^^ ' ^"^ L" '73'. the%nfolence of the 
£wA grew to fuch an Heighth, that they erefied 
.he,r Fort at Crcwn-Point, in a Country ind.fput- 
aWy_ours ; whether confidered as in the Center of 

JV-^r^^^'TTl' '^"'"yi'hin the Limits of - 
^ftp-ror*. And whoever cafts his Eye upon the 
Situation of this Fort, in the Map, will (^ how 
greatly the Poffeffion of it facilitated the clpk 

ti^ wU ^K^ n' °^^'^ ".^ °P'"'"8 » Communica- 
tion with the Ocean j and how much it exDofed 

^r.t;aS'^°'°"'" '"""'"• Maffac^Lnd* 

f/Jf/W employed about, during fuch Inftances of 

— — ■ -~ ^ --- Srtntb- ^^ 
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frmh Perfidy— the Anfwcr muft be, (tho^ f wiffi 
1 could draw a Veil over this Feriod) that our Af- 
fairs were then condudted by a Minifter who was 
awake, indeed, to every Schenie of Corruption i 
eager to buy a Borough, or to bribe a Member ; 
but (^w to every Mcalbro of national Importance 
and Utility. His firft, his only Objcd, was to 
prefcrve himfelf in Power •, and as, in ProfecUf 
lion of fuch intereftcd and mercenary Views, h$ 
had adually engaged this Nation in an ^Alliance 
mthFraficey in Europe^ Cto pull down the exorbir 
tant Power of our old and natural Ally) it was np 
Wonder that he heard unmoved, and fufFered witk 
Impunity, xht French Ufurpationa in North America^ 
Let us next trace the iTtfwi> Infidelity with. Re- 
gard to Nova Scotia or Acadia. Tho* that Pro^ 
vince had been yielded to us at Uftecbt^ we had 
taken very few Steps to fettle it efFe<ftually^ till 
1749, after the Peace of Jix laXhapelk. And 
then the French Court gave us a Specimen of Chi* 
eane worthy indeed, of thofe whom no Treaty 
ever boundi, in Oppofition to their Convenience* 
They began to fpcak out, and to tell us. nay to 
infift upon it ferioufly in Memorials, that the 
Countrjf ceded to us under the Name of Nova 
Scotia^ comprehended only the PeninfuU^ and did 
not extend beyond the Iftbmus. Whereas «h« 
Charters of King James I. t6 Sir William Alexan* 
der\ and Sir WillianCt own Map as old as the 
Charter, demonftratc that the ancient Ltmits of the 
Country fo named included a vaft Trad of Land, 
beyond the Peninjula, reaching along the Ccaft till 
it joined New England \ and extending up the 
Country till it was bounded by the South Side of 
the River St. Lawrence, Of fuch an Extent of 
Country they had formed a Plan to rob us 4 hoj • 
ing, no PQubjj to find the fame Supinenefs in th^ 
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BHtiJh A^'miniftration which had ov^rloorced thcfr 
former Encroachments; With this View they de- 
fired that Commiflarics might meet to fettie the* 
Limits, promifing hot to- ad: in ^merka^ till thofc 
Comrpiflaries fliould agree.or the Conferences break 
up. But how was this Promife obferved ? While 
the Commiflarie? trifled away their Time at Paris^ 
the Ufurpations went' on in America -, Incurfions 
were frequently made into the Pininfula oi Aca- 
iii^, the PofleflTion of which they did not pretend 
to difpute with us ; Forts were built by them in 
feveral Places, and particularly a moft importaBt 
One to command the IJhmus ; thus deciding by 
the Sword, in Time of full Peace, that Centre- 
verfy which they themfelves had agreed fhould be 
amicably adjufted by their Commitfaries j and fur- 
nifhing a lafting Warning -M^ us, that a Treaty 
which leaves Points of Cinfequence to be de- 
termined by any After- Conferences, only ferves to 
iight up another War. 

While the French Ufurpations went on fo info* 
lently in Nova Scotia-, the Plan was carrying on 
with equal Perfidy on the Banks of the Ohio-, a 
Country, the Inhabitants of which had been in Al- 
liance with the Englijh above an hundred Years 
ago J an Alliance frequently renewed j to which 
alfo we had a Claim as being a Conquefl of the 
Five Nations, and from which, therefore, the 
French were excluded by the 15th Article of the 
T^^aty of Utrecht above recited. But what avail 
Treaties when Inter eft comes in Competition .? The 
Poffeflion of the Ohio was abfoluteiy neceflary^ , 
that the great Plan of ^conntding Canif da with 
Louijiana might fucceed: And, therefore, they 
began their Hofti]ities againft us, in that Country, 
very foon after the Peace of Aix-k'Chapelleym- 
fulted our Traders, plundered and made th«mP4-^ 
foncrsi ercded Fortr c ff c s , and. .e fl abl ia i e# Se n lc i 
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• ments ; «ndour Governor 9^ Virginia having fcnt 
Wafldngton^ in 1753, to Gomplain of thcfeFioftili- ^ 
ties, he returned with an Anfwer from^e French'' 
commanding Officer on the Obio^, which only 
fliewed how much in carneft they were to main- 
tab themfelves in their new Ufurpations. 

Fr^ this Period we may look upon the War as 
bcgun/^^uf Governors in North- America had 
Orders from England^ x.o oppolc the French, En- 
croachments by force of Arms; and, iii 1,754, 
Wajhington was fent again to the Ohio^ with' fom« 
Troops i' but being defeated, by the fuperior lum- 
bers of the Enemy, who had juit before taken the 
Englijh Fort, they made themlclves M^fters of this 
important Couiitiy. . ^ f * ) 

^_3i[o Doubt the French Minifters flattered them- 
felves that Engknd, inattentive to the Intefefts of 
its Colonies for fo rnany Years before, and who, 
fo lately^ had fnbmitted to a Difadvant^ous 
Peace, would not have the Spirit |lo oppofe Force ' 
to Force, and do itfelf Jufttce by other Weapons 
.than the Complaints of Lord Albemarle, and |he 
Memorials of Mr. Mi!\(imay. But the Hour of 
Vengeance was, at laft, come ; the Interefts of the 
Kingdom were attended to by thofe in Power ; the 
infinite Importance Qf-<3ur American Colonits wxs 
underftooci, and a Rcfolurion taken \to haVe Re- 
courfe to Arms. And thus England,\yfhichy for 
hajf a Century ,^had been Wafting its Millions, and 
hvilhing its Blood, to obtain a Barriers itvKtf»^^rj, 
which thofe for whom .we coij^quered it <^ovjld not"^ 
defend, or rather did not think it worth while to 
keep i began the prcfent War, a War truly NA- 
riONAL. 

Illhere be Merit in this Ipirited Condnfb of the 
i^Adminift ration, frdm the Peace of Aix-la- 
itelle^^mxhe breaking out of the prcfent War, 
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tell your Enemies, My Lord, that you, ^d a near 
Relation of yours (whofe Memory * will always 
be rcfpeaed) had then the chief Diredion, of public 
Bufmefs. And ymi, Sir, will pardon me for pay- 
ing this Compliment to thofe who beg^^the >^?af 
with Spirit i while I, at the fame Time, declare it 
as my Opinion that your coming into Power after 
it was begun, has contributed to its be in «» carried 
on with a Succefs equally glorious and important 
to the Nation. , ' 

But before, 1 make the Application of the above, 
Deduaion concerning f our American Complaints 
(which I (hall, by and bye, make Ufq of,$w^^| 

come to fpeak to the Terms which it will 

cejfary to infift upon at the approaching Treaty) k 
will be proper to me^ition another moft important 
Inliance of ^r^«ri> Perfidy in £«r(?^^., 

•> Though this great Minifter died in 1754, and the prefent 
War was not declared inFerm till 1756, he certainly has aClkim 
to ftiare in the Merit of the j^/nV^^ Condua hertf fpokeri of. Our 
^«wrrV«« Concerns^^^ prop<;rly attended to, in hi* Time; our 
Colony of Nova Se^za liberally fuppor ted, and its ancient Liiiiita 
i^rud'y the Complaints of our Colonies, in general, againft the 
French Encrqachm^nts were not ftifled or neglefted, 'but Orders 
were fent from England to repel Force by Force; in confequence 
of which Orders, Waflnngton\ unfortunate Expedition to the 
O^w, in 1 754, was undertaken. I leave this Note to the Confi- 
fideraaon of thofe minute Critics, who thought they had dete^ed 
an Anachronifm here. Pei-haps I cannot fo w^l juftify my hav- 
ing omitted (though it was not by Defign) to/ give a Share of 
Commendation to the great and le»nedMrd^whi) retired from 
the highett Station iBthe Law, after ^-^^^|ibif'-r with ft! re- 
markable Abilities aHflntegri^y) "^''"'''JMH^fcii .1. th»e?t 
cafion, deferved as well of his CounflPBBnBl^^done many 
Years before, when his Spiriti^itt, contributing, joiutly with 
the tiio R^latiDMs here meant, %^ call forth national Ven- 
reance,nrocured him, from the V%^ of thofeDays, ^ht^XQJlitanr 

^4.-e.,rthe Particulars of the /Vm>& Encroachmitr^i^l 
ich I liave only given a Sketch of, fee the M<i«iC»riil» 
r Coirt|Pu;ies. l>u mchelUs Conteft inMmca'i 
'8 aatfWr. ^vow't Maps, and many other Tmtifts. 
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Dunkirk Js>y its Situ|ition almoft oppofite the Moutfi 
of the Thames, had done amazing Miichief to the 
Trade of Emland^ dyring King tVillianf^ and Queen 
Anne'^ WarC TheDenioiition oi Dunkirk, thcrSbre, 
very natwally J^tcanie a favourite Objed of the 
Nation J the Parliament, in 1708, Mdrefled her 
Majeftyto make no Peace'without this Conditio^ f; 
and though after a War fo fuccefsful, mu^jj^mor^ ' 
might have been obtained iav Englmtd than "really 
was, this Point wie carefully infilled upon, and the.. 
Ninth Article of the Peace oi Utrecht obtained. 

By this Article, 'Tke French King engages tp de-*' 
mali/h all the\FortiJicatiom of the City of Dunkirk,; 
to ruin the Harbour \ to^break the Dykes and Sluices. - -r* 
^he JVorksj towards the Sea to be dejiroyed in Two 
Months^ rand thofe to the Land in Three Months af^ 
ten^ all this to be done 4i his own Expence ; and the ^ 
Fortifications, Harbour, Dykes, and- Sluices, never of - 
ter j£ he rejiored. Could Wo.rds be deviled in all 
the Extent of Language to ili-puUte, in a ftronger 
Manner, the effectual and fpvtcdy Demolition of - 
this Place ? And yet all Europe Xaw with Amaze- 
ment, and £«(g-/^«^ beheld with Indignation, the 
Peace of Utrecht violated, with Regard to this im- 
portant Condition, almoil as foon as it was figncd. 

By the Article above- recited we fee that Dunkirk 
wasxo be demolifhed within five Months after thft 
figningthe Peace ; and yet, near an Ycarafter, T^ 

t March 2d 170S. The Lords having fent down^an Addrefs 
to the ComTjjpns for their Concurrence, /elating to certain-Con- 
ditions to be infifted upon, as xhtfine guanpn, of aTr^ty with 
France, Mr. Secretary ^oj'/^ reprefented. That the Brttt^.Na.- 
,tion having beefr at a vail Expence of Blood and Treafure,. for 
the Profecution of this neceflkry War, it was but julftiiey fliould 
reap fome Benefit by . the Peace : ^An4 the Town of Dunkirk 
being a Neft.bf Pvrates, thatinfefted the OCean and did innnhe 
Idifcnief to Traitte, He, therefore, moved that th» demolifli- 
*lft6| df fts f'prtifications and Harbours he infifted u(wn, in the 
*(^flbiix6: ^Tristtv of Peace, igA inferted in the Addrefs, ^hich 
il^Fapproved ^jpnd^ftrried back te theLord»» 
~ ^arnamt 
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find Mr. Watfole^ ,in our Houfe of Commons, in- 
fifting that the Peace had already been broken 
with Regard to Dunkirk -, Since injiead of ruining 
Phe Harhour^ the French were then atiually repairing 
tb'g Sluices ^^' and working on anew Canal*'. And 
though the pacific Inclinations of the Miniftry in 
171J, whenMr. ^^//>f?/<f purtied this Affair, over- 
ruled the Inquiry, the Fads on which it would 
have proceeded were certain. 

The fpirited Rcmonftrances of Lord Stair at 
Paris^ on the AccefTion oi George I. concerning 
this Infraftion of the Pe^ace, were thelaft Inftances 
of Humiliation which Lewis XIV. faw himfelf 
expofed to; and, perhaps, he would have found 
himlelf obliged to do iis that Juftice, by Necef- 
fity, which the Regent^ who foon .after came into 
Power, willingly agreed to from^'Views of private 
Intereft. Tho' the Peace of Utrecht had obliged 
the Spanifh Branch of the Bourbon Family to re- 
nounce their Right of Succeffion to the Crojvn ti 
France, the Duke of Orleans^ who, by this Regu- 
lation, faw only an Infant's Life between him and 
the Throne, knew well, that tho* the Renunciation 
had been folemnly fworn to, the Dodrinc of its 
Invalidity, of its being aQ Ad, void, ^^ initio, had 
been publickly avowed. Torcy, as appears by 
his f Correfpondcnce with Lord Bolingbrokt^ very 

• Chandler's Debates, Vol. 8. p. 69. 
t See the Report of the fccrct Committee, p. 13. The fol- 
lowing Extrua from ,a Lcttfer of Monfr. Torcy to Mr. St. John 
is remarka! le. " The Renuntiation Uefired would be null and 
•' invalid by the fundamental Laws of Finance j according to 
" which Laws the mott near Prince to the Crown is, of Nc- 

•• ceflity, the Heir thereto. This Law is looked upon, as the 

•• W6rk of him who hath cftablinicd all Monarchies, and we 
" arc perluadcd in F^nwce that God only can aboHfh it. No 
*• Renunciation, therefore, can ddlroy it; and if the King of 
*' Spain (hould renounce it for the Sake of Peace, and to Qbe- 
" dienccto the King his Grandfa ther . they wnnH «i fm'yf 
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•* fclvfs tiiat received it as a rufTicituiExpcUicut 10 pre 
^* Miichiefwcprdpofc 10 avoid," 
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frankly made no Scruple of telling the Englijb be- 
fore Hand, that this Expedient, which had been 
devifed to prevent the Union»of iTi2»« and 5/«/>f , 
under one Monarch, would be of little Force, as 
being inconfiftent with the fundamental Laws of 
France \ by this Declaration giving us a very re- 
markable Inltance of the Weaknefs or of the 
^ickednefs of our then Minifters, who could 
build the Peace of Europe on fo fandy a Founda- 
tion, and accept of Terms which /'r^;?^^' itfelf was 
honeft enough to own were not to be kept. 

However, the Regent was relblved to fupport 
his Claim to the C rown of France, in Exclufion 
to the Spaniflj Branch ; and, as the Support and 
Affiftance of England was neceflary f6r this Pur- 
pofc, it is not to be wondered at that he Oiould 
court the Friendfhip of a Nation from whom he 
had fo much to expeft.; and, therefore, he was 
wife enough to do us Jullice, by carrying into 
Execution, . in fome Degree, the Article relating 
to Dunkirk. 

.I^hc perfonal Intereft of the Regent was the on- 
ly Reafon for this Compliance •, But fuccecding 
Adminilbations in France not belong influenced by 
the fame private Views to adhere to Treaties fo- 
lemnly ratified, Dunkirk began gradually to rife 
from its Ruins ; its Port again received Ships ^ 
Its Trade i\our'\^t(\ ; England faw itfcli"- deprived" 
oi ihh favourite Advantage gained at Utrecht ; 
and fuch was the Afc-nduncy of i'hr^/&' Councils 
over thofe of tl^is IHand, at the Period I fptak of, 
that we were a^ually engaged in Alliances with 
France, while that Nation was tluis openly infult- 
ing us, and ind.lring us, wichout OblhucHion, in 
fo ert't-ntial an Article. We ail remcmbtr what 
^iTed in Parliament in 17:?^, relating to the Point 
BOW before us — buch was the tame Acq^uief- 
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made ; and when an Inquiry concerning this wai 
prrtpofed in the Houfe of Commons by a great 
Parliament Man f fince de^d, the then Minifter 
hung his Head, in the Houfe, for Shame. And 
who could have believed it poflible, that the fame 
Perfon, who had been fo ready to promote a Par- 
• liamentary Inquiry into this Violation of the Peace 
in 1 7 15, fhould obftru6t fuch an Inquiry, when he 
himfelf was in Power, though the ReafOns for it 
had become much ftronger ? Who could fee Him, 
without Indignation, fhut his Eyes to the Re-efta- 
blifhment of Dunkirk, and obftrud the propofcd 
Inquiry, by getting from Cardinal Fimry (who 
then governedjFra»rf, and, I bhifli to fay it, England 
too) a dclufive, minifterial Letter, promifing wMt 
he knew would not be performed ;— and obtal^, 
perhaps, only becaufethe Cardinal was alTijiipdt) ,^at 
the Breach of the Promife would not be rd*ehtcd. 
While England remained fo averfe to do itfelf 
Joftice, no Wonder that france improved the 
Opportunity. At the Time when that Minifter 
was obliged to retire from Power, the Re-eftablifh- 
ment of Dunkirk was completed. For, in a little 
more than a Year after*, we find a Memorial 
prefented by Lord Stair to the Dutch, com- 
plaming of this Violation of the Peace of Utrecht, 
and urging it as a Reafon for their joining us 
againft France. And as it was for the Honour 
of the new Adminiftration, that they began with 
Meafures fo fpiritcd and national, it is equally 
reriiarkable, that the fame Perfon^ who had threat^ 
cned Lewis XIV. in his own Palace, for his Slow- 
ncfs in demolilhing Dunkirk, lived to be tgain 
employed by his Country at the Diftance of near 
thirty Years, when the Reftoration of Dunkirk be- 
came an, pbjedl of national Rcfcntmcnt. 

The ^wo Nations had not, as yet, begun the 
late Wsf; wherr wc ftw, Trrf^frr Inftancci boih.iir 

t Sir W. Windham. • The Memorial is dated Jnfy 1, 1742." 

Proof 
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Proof that Dunkirk wsls again a P<?f/, and a Porl 
which may. be mad^ Ufeof, to endanger the S^f^^ 
ty of Britain. At the Time I now fpeak off, we 
beheld the Harbour of Dunkirk crowded with 
Tranfports to embark Count Saxe and the Preteu- 
der to invade us. And, if that Invafion had then 
taken EfFetft, from that very Port which was to be 
no Pert (happily the Winds were contrary to the 
Fleet from Breji) the infinite Mifchief which this 
Nation may fuffer from its Re eftabliOiment, would 
have been fatally experienced. 

Though we have no great Reafon to brag of the 
Treaty made at the Concluiion of the lait War 
(which I am alhamed to call a Peace, as it letded 
nothing that was before in Doubt between the two 
Nations) the Peace oi Utrecht concerning Dunkirky 
was, nevcrthelefs in its moft eflfcntial Part, re- 
llored to its full Force. I fay, in its moft Effen^ 
tial Part •, becaufe, though the i:th Article ot the 
Treaty oi Aix-la Chapille left Dunkirk in the Stat© 
it th^n was, with Regard to its Fortifications to the 
Land j the fame Article revived our Right, to the 
Demolition of its Port, by ftipulating '■IhcU Ancient^ 
treaties art to he obferved in regard to the Party and* 
the fp'crks en the Seaftde. 

Little or nothing was done between the Conclu- 
fion of the Peace, and tTie breaking out of the pre- 
fcnt War, towards carrying into Execution this 
frelh Promile. On the contrary, the enlarging oif 
the Fortifications of Dunkirk^ is mentioned in his 
Majcfty's Declaration oi War, three Yeafs ago, 
as one of the frefli Heads of Injury offered 'to Eng^ 
land. And whoever reUccb upon the Tmnfai^lioin, 
fmcc that Period, wiU lee that Dunkirk is rcttorcd 
to its original Importance. Its Privatrers have 
done infinite Mifchief to our 1 rade •, a :>quadronof 
his Majefty's Navy, in vain blocked ua its Huf- 
buui lately, TO pre>^t l^ljSm^^ l^wWT^ 
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Fief 1 5 and, it is well kiiown, that the long 
threatened Invafion of thefe Kingdoms, i^hich 

. France^ in Defpair, certainly mediutcd, Jvould 
Kave bfen attempted from this Place, if tliie De- 
ftrudion of their Ships of War by Hawke, had not 
taught them the Ablurdity of invading us in their 
much ztXthr^ttd flat bottom Boats, which, we may well 
fuppofe, will hardly bc|tried, when their Fleets, really 
formidable, have been deftroyed in the Attempt. 

The above Enumeration of French Infidelities, in 
general, and in particular their Behaviour to England 
with regard to Dunkirk^ and , with regard to North- 
America^ fo naturally points out the Expediency and 
Necejftty of the Hints I (bail now offer, that^ in pro- 
poling thfem, I may well hope not to have them ridi- 
culed as the .Reveries of a chimerical .S/. Pierre, but 
rather attended to, as the foberDidtates of Prudence, 

, and of a Zeal not altogether devoid of^Knowledge. 
Firft, Then, my Lord and Sir, before you enter 
upon any New Treaty, or liften to any platifible 
Propofals whatever, infill that Juftice may be done 
this Natiort, with regard to former Treaties. Shew 
France the ftrong, the folertin Engagement fhe 
entered into at Utrecht to demolifh Dunkirk ; put 
her in Mind of the amazing Perfidy with which 

•flie, from Time to Time, eluded! the vPerfor- 
mance of that Engagement-, an^ cfemand imme- 
diate Juftice OR that Article, as a preliminary Proof 
of htr Sincerity in the enfuing Negotiation^ 

, Be not deceived any longer in this Matter. The 
French fill, no doubt, aflurc you that the Demo- 
HtJon of Dunkirk (hall be an Article in the New 
Treaty. But let them know, you are not to bcy^ 
impofcd upon. They will, to be fure, when this 
becomes a new Article, reckon it a new Concef- 
fion on their Side, and expcd Ibmcthing in return 
for it,- --perhaps GuadaUupe^ or fome fuch Trifle, 
«9 they wilt e*ttk.-^Btrt tell them with The Firm^- 
ncfs of wife Conquerors, that the Demolition of 

Dunkirk 
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DunJcirk is what you are intkled to by Treaties 
made long ago, and violated ; and that it (hall not 
be lb much as mentioned in theinfuing Negocia- 
tign, but complied with, before that Negociation 
fhall commence. * • 

Or, admitting that no Conceffion fhoujd be re- 
quired by France in the New Treaty, in Confidc- 
ration of a New Article to demolifh Dunkirk^ place 
to them, in the ftrongeft Light, the unahfwerable 
Reafons we have againft putting any Confidence in 
them, that fuch an Article would be better executed, 
than that in the treaty of Utrecht has been. 

If they refufe doing us this immediate Juftice, 
previous to the Peace -, a(k them how they can ex- 
pe(5b that we fhould have any Reliant;e on their Sin- 
cerity to fulfill the New Engagements they may 
cntqr into, when they afford us fo ftrong, fo glar- 
ing an Inftance of Infidelity, in an Article of fuch 
Confequence, made fo many Years ago ? Can you 
have any Dealings with a Power, who, if he refufcs 
this, at the very Time he is treating, affords you 
fuch manifeft Proof, that his Word is not to be re- 
plied upon, and that you cannot triift to the Execu- 
tion of any Promife ever fo folemniy made ? 

Perhaps France may think it a Difgrace to them, 
to comply with any Thing previous to the begin- 
ning of a Negociation. Tell them, that adtino- 
hoq^our.ably, and doing what Jufticq requires, can 
' nev(y be difcrracclul. But if it be a Dilgrace, tell 
them, with the Spirit of honeft Men, that we owe 
it them, for the greater Dilgrace they put, not long 
ago, upon i)^, by requiring us to fend two Peers 
of this Realm to remain in France as Ho/iaga^ till ' 
we furrendcrcd Louijltirg -, an Indignity which I 
cannot call to njind, without Pain; and which, I 
always thought was fubmittcd to without Nc^ef- 
^^Y' . 




It IS now our Turn to vindicate the Honour of 
our Nation ; and as Dunkirk was put into our Pof- 
feflion before the Treaty of Utrecht, as a Pledgt of the 
French Sincerity, and to continue in ourPoircffion, till 
the Demolition fliould be completed ; let fome fuch 
Expedient be now agreed upon; with this Diffe- 
rence only, that inftead oifive Months after the Peace, 
the Time fixed, for the Demolition, at Uirecht\ 
let no Peace be figned, at prefent, till this Right 
acquired to us by former Treaties, and of which 
we have been fo perfidiouQy robbed, be adlually 
car;;ied into full Execution. » 

However, if any infuperable Difficulties fliouli 
attend the doing ourfelves Juftice, on this Head, 
before the Peace ; if, for Inftance, which perhaps 
may be the Cafe-, it Ihould be found that it cannot 
be complied with, unlefs we confent to a Cejation 
of Arms, during the Time of Kegociation ; rather 
than give France that Opportunity of recovering 
from its Diftreffes, and of being proteded frotn th/ 
Superiority of our Arms, before we |iave, finally, 
obliged them to accept of our own Terms of Peace 
(which was oneCaufe of the Ruin of our Negociation 
at Utrecht) I would wave infilling upon the Demoliti- 

. on Q^ Dunkirk, before the Treaty, and think it fuffici- 
cnt to demand Hojiages from them, as a Security that 
It Ihall be faithfully complied with, within a limit- 
ed Time after the Treaty fhall be concluded. The 
Pfirifians had two EngUfij Milords to dare at, upon 
tms^aft Peace ; and I do notice why the Curiofity 
of our Londoners fiiould not l)e gratified, in the 
fame Way •, and Two Dues ^ Pairs of France be 
fent as Hoftages to England, till Dunkirk ccafc to 

be a Port. 

I know well, thatj'olitical Opinions, concerning 
the Importance of any particular Objed, arc as 
frequently diduted by Whim and I'alHion, as built 

— ' - ^-— — l^--.Oft. ^ 
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on folid Reafon and Experience. Perhaps, fome 
may think, that this is the Cafe, with Regard to 
the Neceflity of demolifhing Dunkirk. But,, tho' 
It may not at prefent be fo favorite an- Object of 
National Politics, as it was in the Queeh*s Time ; 
this has not been owing to any real Change of Cir- 
cumftances ; but to another Caufe, to the American 
Difputes between the two Nations, which have 
been the great Objea of the pVef(^nt War, and 
fcarcely permitted us, hitherto, to refled, in what 
other Inftances, the Infidelities of France muft be 

checked at the infuing Peace. But as this defir- 

able Event now approaches, we cannot forget, or 
forgive the Behaviour of our Enemies with Regard 
to Dunkirk -, and it will be equally nccelTary for the 
Honour and for the Intereft of this Nation to make 
no Peace, without obtaining full Satisfadion on 
this Head. It will be necelTary for the Honour of 
the Nation to infift upon this, if it were only, to 
Ihew to Europe in general, and to France \n parti- 
cular--That we have too much Spirit not to refent 
Injuries •, and too much Wifdom not to take Care, 
when we have it happily in our Power, to prevent 
them for the future.— But the Demolition oi Dun- 
kirk, is alfo necelTary, if we would take Care of 
the Intereft of the Nation. Such hath been our 
Succcfs, in deftroying the Navy of France ; and fo 
unable doth that Kingdom now appear, to carry on 
its ambitious Projects by Land, and to vie at the 
fame Time, with England^ for Dominion on the 
Sea ; that we may reafonably fuppofc, there is-an 
End of Breft and Toulon Squadrons, to face our 
Fleets ; and a future War with England, will leave 
the French no other Way of diftrclTing us by Sea, 
than to lie in watch for our Merchant Ships, with 
numberlefs Privateers. In fuch a piratical War, 
£)«w^/rVi£ its^ Harbour be not now dc " 
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will,^too late, be found to be of mfinite Confe- 
qucnce j and we itail fatally experience it agaifl, 
what it was in the Queen's Time, and in the Lan- 
guage of her Parliament, a Neji of Pyrates, in^ 
fefting the Ocean, and doing infinite JViiJchief /<? 
Trade *. ' \ . ' 

For thefe Reafons, therefore, I ^m (o old-fajhion- 
ed as to txped that our Plenipotentiaries will have 
this Point properly ftated ro them in their Inftruc- 
tions, and that Deknda eft Carthago, Bemolifh Dun- 
kirk, will be a Preliminary Article in the lenfuing 
Negociation. * . h 

The War having begun, principally, with a 
View to do durfelvcs Juftice in North America, the 
Regulation of Matters, on that Continent, ought 
to be, and no Doubt, will be, the capital Article 
relating to England, in the coming Treaty. It 
will be nccefTary, therefore, to give you my Senti- 
ments, on this Head ; and while I do it, with all 
becoming Diiiidence, Tfliail, at the fame Time, 
fupport what 1 may offer, with Reafons appearing 
fo ftrong to me, as may perhaps recommend it to 
your farther 'ConHderation, though it Ihould fail of 
producing Convidion. 

Now it i« with the greateft Pleafure, I would 
obferve, that with Regard to North America, we 
have nothing to afk, at the Peace, which we have 
not already made ourfelves Mafters of, during the 
War. We have been bleflcd by Heaven, with a 
Succefs, in that Part of the WprJd, fcarcely to be 
paralleled in Hiftory. The Ralhhcfs of Braddock^ 
the Inexperience of SbirUy, the Inadivity of Lou- 
dcuH, and the lU-fuccefs of Abertromhie, feem only 
to have been fo many nccpflary Means of producing 
tliat Unanimity in puf Colonies, that Spirit in our 

f See above, p, i8. f 
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Troop* J and that ftcady Pcrfcv^rancc in our Mini* 
(brs, as hath not only recovered from the Enemy 
all his Ufurpations, but Louijburg is an Englijh 
Harbour j §lueiu^ the Capital .of Canada^ is al- 
ready in our Pofleffion ; and the Reft of that 
Country will fall of Coprfe. It is a Profped ftiU 
more agreeable ; that by deftroying (he Naval 
Force of Fremce^ our Horth Ammcan Conquefts 
cannot be retaken ; and the Principle I would now 
lay down, and which I would recommend it to yoq 
to adopt, w, not to give up any of them. And I 
/hall now endeavour to prove to you, that fuch a 
Demand may be infifted upon, without giving the 
Enemy any Pretence for accufing us of Inlolence to- 
wards them i and cannot be omitted without giv- 
ing the Nation juft Reafon to complain, that we 
have confented to a treacherous and deli^five 
Peace. 

It cannot, furely, ever enter the Imagination of a 
Britijh Adminiftration, to m^e Peace, without, 
atleaft, keeping in our Poffeffion, all thofe Places, 
where the French had fettled themfelves, in Viola- 
tion of former Treaties, and from which we have, 
fortunately, driven them. Upon this Plan, then, 
we (hall, at the Peace, be kh in Poflcffion not only 
of the Feninfula of Acadia, but of All Nova Scoiia^ 
according to its old Limits ; the Bay of Fundi, and 
the River St. Jobn> — The important Conquefts of 
Crown Point, and Niagara, will not be rclinqyilh- 
ed i and Fort du ^uefne, and the Country near the 

0^/0, will remain Ours. They are already Ours j 

the French knovir^tl^y cannot get them back during 
the War, and they cJo. notcxped that wp ftiall give 
them up at the Peace. 

But though Care Ihould be taken to keep all 
thofe Places juft mentioned ; fomething more muft 
fee done, or our American Colonies will tell you you 
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have done Nothing. In a Word, you muft keep 
Canada^ otherways you lay the Foundation of an- 
other War. 

The NccefTity of this may he placed in fo ftrik- ' 
ing a View,, as to filence the French Plenipoteritia- 
ries, and to convince all Europe^ of the Juftice of 
our Demand. ' * 

Aflc the French^ what Security they can give 
you, if we r^^ort Canada to them, ^however re- - 
drained in its Boundaries, that they will not again 
begin to extend them at our .Expence ? If th^ a 
Treaty of Utrecht could not keep them from En^ 
croachments, what Reafon can we have to fuppofe 
the future Treaty will be better oBf^ved ?' If the „ 
irm-^aieleftatMy^^/rtf^/, and the/-&^^i?/wj, can ^" 
we be certain they will nor again crollihe Cy6^wp/^'» 
Lake^ znd attack Crown- Point P If the North Side of 
the River St. Lawrence be ftill theirs, what is to in- 
fure us againft an Expedition to Niagara ? Can Uc 
flatter ourfelves, that a People, who in full Peace, ^ 
creded thofetwo FortrefleS^-in diredl' Violation of 
their Faith plighted at Z;/^/r;&/,' will be reftrained," 
by any future Treaty^ from attemptinu, alfo irf 
full Peace, to recover them ? After having feen the 
French carrying on a regular Plan of Ulurpation, 
in North America, for thefe Forty Years paft", fhall 
we be fo weak as to believe that: they will now lay 
it afide ? No, depend upon it, if the French think 
it worth their while to afk back that ?ax\.o{ North 
America^ which was their own, they meart to take 
a proper Opportunity, of Elbowing all our Colonies 
round ah out ^ and of refuming the fame ambitious 
Views of Enlargement which the mofl facred Ties 
of former Treaties could not reitrain. y 

\ The Truth of the Matter is, they were ti/ed of 
Canada. The Inclemency of the Climat?, the 
difRculc Accefs to it; and a Trade fcarcely defray- 
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ingthe Expence of the Colony, would long z^h 
have induced them to abandon it, if the Plan^f ' 
extending its Boundaries, at. the Expence of the 
Englijhy and of opening its 'Communication with 
Louiftana and with the Ocean, had not made tht^n^ 

perfevere. Canada hk\{ as, not worth theiralk-' ♦ 

ing ; and if they do dcfire Ao have it reftored to 
them, it can only be with a View to repeat the fame 
Injuries and Infidelities,, to punilh whichf we co- 
gaged in the prefent War. Unlefs, therefore^ we 
be^refolved, with our Eyes open^ to. expofe our- 
felves to a Repetition of former Encroachments ; 
unlefs we would choofe to be obliged to keep great 
Bodies of Troops, in America^ in full- Peace, at an 
immenfe Expence; we can never cohf^t to leave 
the French any footing in Canada, Jf we do 
not exclude them, ahfolutely and entirely from that 
Country ; we fhall foon find we have done nothing. 
Let the Treaty be drawn ever fo accurately f leC 
the Boundaries between C^«<2^« and our Colonies, ; 
bedefcribed ever fo prt-cifely, and regulated ever 
fo much, in our Favour ; what has happened al- 
'ready, ought to teach us what we may expecfl" a- ' 
gain; the future Treaty will be ohferved no bet- 
ter than the former have been ; Ufurpation ^nd 
Encroachment will gradually revive; andthu&fliali 
we have thrown away all our Succeflls ; fo many 
Millions will have been expended to no Purpofe ; 
and the Blood of fo many thoufands of ourbrave 
Countrymen fpilt, only to remind us, that thougli ' 
we knew how to conquer, we knew not how to im- , • 
prove, perhaps, the only Opportunity we (hall ever " 
iiave, of putting it out of the Power of France to 
violate its Faitli. 

I take it for granted that, in the future Nego- ' 
elation, the Kland of Cape Breton will follow The 
fate of ^ehec'y I dial 1 only obferve with Reo-ard 
^ — *" 
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to it^ t!l#thdugh the Harbour and Fortifkatiort 
of Louijbourg be of infinite Service to France j it 
can be of Jictle or no Ule to England, \i Canada 
be left to us. It is of Confcquence to Frame, as 
a Retreat to their 3hips fifliing on the neighbour- 
ing Banks of Newfcu?idland 'y and as a Security to 
the Entrance of the Gulph of Si. Laurence. But the 
PoffefTion oi Newfoundland itfelf, makes Lonijbourg 
of no Utility to the Englijh, in the former Refpedt j 
and Halifax^ where we have a goo(^ Harbour, an- 
fwers very nearly the latter^ Furpofe. Upon this 
View therefore, may we not hope and exppdt, that> 
the Neceffity of garrifoning Loai/^<?ar^ having end- 
ed with the Conqueft of ^ebec^ its Fate will be de- 
termined, without troubling the French Plenipoten- 
tiaries ? Without waiting for a Congrefs, let Orders 
be forthwith fent to demolilh it, fo'as not to leave' 
one Stone upon another, of the Fortifications f to 
remove the Inbabitants to Nova Scotia, a better 
Country -, and to leave the Ifland, a bare and bar- 
ren Rock; the State it was in, before the Peace of 
Utrecht gave Leave to France to fortify it. If the 
Right given to the French by the 13th Article of 
the fame Peace, to Fifli in fome Parts of thofe Sca$ 
fhould be continued (and I could wifh to fee it 
continued, as the Refufal of it would be rather un- 
reafonable) let Cape Breton unfortified, and ungar- 
rifoned be left open to them-, and la few Men of 
War kept at Halifax, will effeftuRlly prevent Lou- 
ifbourg\ being again made a Place of Strength, 

If you adopt this Meafure, 1 (ho.uld be inclined 
to think, France ^ill fee that you know your true 
Interefts ; and that you are refolved fteadily to pur- 
fue them. And if they fliould make any Remon- 
ftrances againft it, tell themifthcy may follow our 
Exampki and demoliJh, if they pleafc, the Forti- 
fications of Mahon\ which we fee them poficfs 
__ — „ „ — . „,._____^ — __.. ^jjjj .- 
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Indifference as we remember the Gr- 
its Lofs, with Shame : Which, as 
^ le to^ben:> they will not dellre to keep, 

■ and which, having been kept, by us, at an tx- 
pence, not counterbalanced by its Utility,' we (hall 
not be very fangume about recovering. Or, rather 
tell thtm, that in demoljlhing Lcuijhourgy before the 
Peace, we only copy a former'hxample given ,us 
by themfeives, when their Troops were employed 
in difmantling the Frontier Towns in Flanders^ at 
the very Time that their Plenipotentiaries 2X^Aix 
la Chapelle were confcnting to give them up. 

The Plan which \ have had the Honour of fketch- 
ingout to you, befides being fo reafonable in'itfelf, 
is pe'rfeftly agreeable to that Moderation expreff<?d 
by his Majefty, in his Speech, of «<;7 having entered 
into the War with Views of Ambition. The Poffef- 
fion of Canada^ is no View of Ambition ; it is 
the only Security the French can give us, for their 
future Regard to Treaties. We have made other 
Conquefts, of great Importance, our Management 
of which will give us fuificicnt Means of fhewing 
our Moderation. And though,! fliall not prefume 
to give any Opinion about the fuifure Difpofal of 
them, I think, however, I maybe allowed to hint, 
that " the Pqflenion of Gmdaloiipc^'' 2,i\ additional 
fugar idand, when we have lo many of our own, 
ought not to be infifted upon To ^renuouQy as 
to make it a neceffary Coi:^diSon of the Peace. .And 
though'' Senegal 2ind Goree" arc ot real Import- 
ance in the Slave and Gum Trades, our own J^ 

•yr;V^?/ Settlements have hitherto fupplied us witli 
Slaves, fufBcient i or ouv Jmeric^in i'uj^oi't^y. And 
the Trade for Gum is, perhaps, not of Conle-^ 
quence enough to make us Amends for the annual 
Mortality, which we already lacoent, of ouf brave 
Countrymen, to guard our /ijrican Conquellp. The 
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People of England, therefore, will not, I believe, 
blame the giving them back, for a valuable Con- 
lideration, — provided Canada be left to us. - ^ 
To confider this Affair in its proper Light, it 
will be neGcffiryto refleft on the infinite Confc- 
quence of Norib America to this Country. Our 
Colonies there contain above a Million of Inhabi- 
tants, who are moftly fupplied with the Manufac- 
- tures of Great Britain j our Trade to them, by em-f 
ploying innumerable Ships, is one great Source of 
our maritime Strength; by Supporting our Sugar 
,. Iflands with thtir Provifions,^ and other Necefla- 
nes, they pour in upon us all the Riches of' the 
Wejl Mies-, we carry their Rice, and Tobacco, 
and Filh, to all the Markets of Europe ; they pro^ 
duce Indigo, and Iron •, and the whole Navy o^ 
England may be equipped, with the Produds of 
Engltjh America.^ And if, notwithftanding our 
having loft feveral Branches of Commerce wc 
formerly enjoyed in Europe and to the Levant, wc 
have ftill more Commerce than ever •, a greater De- 
mand for our Manufadures, and a vaft Incre^ife 
of our (hipping-, what can this be owing to, but 
to the Trade to our own American Colonies ; a 
Irade which the SuccefTes of this War, will render, 
every D^y, more and more advantageous ? If this 
Matter, then, be confidered, in the above Light, 
by thofe whom I now addrcfs, they will make our 
North American Conquefts the fme qua nonhi the 
Peace, as being the only Method of g^aVdincy our 
tmjaluable PolTcflions there, from iJluTpation'Lmd 
Encroachments; and they wiir look upon e^cry 
other Conqueft, we have made, or may make, in 
other Parts of the World, a^ Initruments put into 
our Hands by Providence, to enable us to fettle 
Affairs on the Continent of Europe, as advantagc- 
• ouHy to our Allies, as gar Gratitude could wifh, 
Ti«t n^ rtcir tfidelTty dotir dcTeiTc. 

- Here, 
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Here, then, let me change the Scene, and hav-^ 
ing fettled our Affairs in Canada (would to God 
they were fo.fettled at the Peace!) permit me to fi- 
nifh my Plan of Negociation, by giving my Senti- 
ments on the Part we ought to a<5V, to obtain a pro- 
per Settlement of AffiMts in Germany. 

If a great Number of Allies can make them- 
felves formid. ble ;6 a "common Enemy, during 
the Operations of the War, they are apt to ruin 
every Advantage they may have gained, by quar- 
relling amongft themfelves, when they begin their 
Ncgociations for Peace. Like an Oppofition^ in 
our Parliament, carried on againft an overgrown 
Minifter, all Sorts of Parties and Connexions, aU 
Sorts of difagreeing and contradictory Intercfts, 
join againft him, at firfts" as a common Enemy ; 
and tolerable Unanimity is preferved amonglf them, 
fo long as the Fate of this Parliamentary War con- 
tinues in Sufpence. But when once they have dri- 
ven him to the Wall, and think themfelves furc 
of Vidory *, the Jealoufies and Sufpicions, which, 
.while the Conteft depended; had been ftifled, break 
out; every one who fharcd in the Fatigue, expc<^9 
to (hare in the Spoils ; feparatc Intercfts countcr- 
adb each other-, fcparate Neg^ciations are fct on 
Foot ; till at l^ft, by untimtly and m'rcenary Di vi- 
rions, they lofe the Fruits of their Vidlory, and 
the Objcft of the common Refcntmcnt is able to 

make Terms for himfelf *. This was exadlly 

the Cafe, .in the Conteft between Lewis XIV. and 
the Princes of Europe united againft him, before 
the Peace oi Utrecht \ and the unhappy Divifions of 
the* Allies (Divifions too likely to have fprung up, 

• The true Hiftory of the Tranfaftion here tlluded to, nmy, 
poflibly, fomo Time or otiter, appear ; though, ai yet, W« are 
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[ 36 1 
even tho' there had bot been a Party in England, vnho 
■ to gratify their piivate Relent nunts, blew up the 
Coals ot DiQention) gave the I'reuch the Means of 
pracuring more favourable Terms of Peace, than 
they could well have hoped after fo unfuccefsful a 
War. 

T have mentioned this, with a View to obferve, 
that the Circumflances of the prefent War on the 
Continent are very different ; no fuch unfortunate 
Difunion feems pofiible to happen to us^ though it 
may happen amongft the Confederates who are en- 
gaged on the fame Side mi\i France, againft Hano- 
ver and the M'm'^oi Frujfia. ' 

It may be colieded from more than one Hint 
*-dropt in the .Courfe of this Letter, that 1 am no 
Friend to Continental Meafurcs in general ; ifpeci- 
ally fuch continental Meafures as engaged us dur- 
ing the three laft Wars, as Principals ; when we 
fecnicd .a^cr to ruin ourfelves, in Support of that 
Aujlriau family whom we now find, with unparal- 
Jek\i iMgrititude, and incredible Polly, in,clofe 
Alliance with I ranee. -^ — But the Cont.nentaf^ea- 
fures now adopfcd by England were rcrejlary, both 
with Regard to Our Honour and Our Interefl;. 
llano'jcr has been attacked by Fraiue^ on a Quar- 
rel entirely Digiifh •, and tho' Care was taken, by 
the A6t ol Settlement, that Efi^/aniJ^^ould not be 
involved in Wars on account ot Manovcr ; yet Gra- 
titude, 1 Icjnour, the R putation of our Country, 
cvcy Motive of Gcnciolity, bound us, no^ to al- 
low tiie innocent P.Ieclorate to be ruined for Av^- 
land\ American Q^iarrel with France. In Regard 
to our Intcrcfl, no Engliflj Miniftcr, howevtr in- 
flexible, in his Attaclimcnt to his native Country, 
could have dcvifcd tlu Mea. s of making the belt 
Ufe of our /Imerican Conqucfts, if the French ^ovM 
4^^ve treated wi^/j^w^ifrilr^ Hwtbr i t W7t^ — 
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ivith a View to prevent this, to oppofe the French 
in their Projeds in Germany^ the Succcfs of which 
would have been fo detrimental to England^ that 
we honcjliy and wifely have tbiTned and have main- 
tained the Army v.ow commanded by Prince Ferdi- 
nand-, and have entered into an Alliance with the 
King of Pruffui. 

But tho' thib was a Mf-alnre oi' I'rudcnce, it was 
fcarcely ;;on]ble for the wilclt Sc.itefmen to forefce 
all thole great ConfequcLces \vh ch ic hacii already 
protluccd. The lifforts which tl.c French have made 
in Germany^ and x\\z Rcfiflanco they have there 
met with by the Care of the Briiijb Adminiftration -, 
have contributed more th.n ptrhap:^ we could ex- 
ped, to our Succefs in America^ and other Parts of 
the World. Full of the Projed 'f conquering Ha- 
novtr^ France iaw htrll-il- obiiiftd xu engage in ex- 
orbitant Expences ; Arnlies were to be paid, and 
maintained in IVeJlpbalici and on the Rhine-, vaft 
Sums were to be advanced to the Court of lienrut 
always^^as indigent as it is haughty ; the ravenous 
Ruffians^ and the degenerate S'u>edes^ would not 
move^ unlefs allured by Subfidies •, and the Mouth 
of every hungry German Prince was to be flopt, 
with the Louis ITors of France. Involved in Ex- 
pences thus enormous, our Enemies have been 
}>revent<.d from ftrengthening thcmfelvcs at Sea, 
where England had moll Kealbn to dread their be- 
coming (Irong. 

The infinite Advantages which this Nation hath 
reaped from the German War, are indt-ed now fo 
well underftood, that we have fecn the greateft 
Enemies of this Meajtke ackno A-lcdge 'heir Miflakc. 
1 hey now confcfs that if wc had not refifted 
France, in her Projedh of Gaman Conquclls, her 
bcft Troops had not been dcllroycd \ her own 
Cuafts wutd hlve^^erv^ctrcf pfo^ttcT;"^^ 

would 
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would have been able to pay more Attention to 
her American Concerns-, England might have 
been threatned, fo ferioufly,,>Yith Invafions, as to 
be afraid of parting with thofe numerous Armies 
which have conquered, at fuch a Diftance from 
Home. In a Word, that univerfal Bankruptcy, 
which hath crowned the DiftrefTes of France^ and 
gives England greater Reafon of Exultation, than 
any Event of the War, might have been prevent- 
ed. It is entirely owing to the German Part of the 
War that Fra»<r? appears thus low in the politici\l 
Spale of Strength and Riches ; that (he is found to 
be a finking Monarchy, nay a Monarchy already 
funk. And, perhaps, it might be an Inquiry wor- 
thy of another Montefquieu, to aflign the Caufes of 
the Rife and Fall of the French Monarchy ; and to 
j)oint out thofe filent Principles of Decay which 
hive, in our Times, made fo rapid a Progrefs, 
that Francd, in I712, after upwards of twei^ty 
Years almoft conuant War, maintained againfl: all 
Europe^ was ftill more refpedable, and lefs .cxhaufi- 
cd than fhc now appears to be, when the ftngle Arm 
of Great Britain is lifted up againft her, and the 
War has lafted no more than three or four Years. 

If this then be the State of the War in Germany ; 
\( England be bound tO take a Part in it, by every 
Motive of Honour ahiJ Intereft \ and if the infinite 
Advantages it hath already produced, be dated by 
me fairly — the Inference I would draw, and which I 
believe the whole Nation will alfo draw, is, that we 
fhoilld Continue to exert thofe Endeavours which 
hitherto have been foefFedual, in defeating the De- 
figns of France to get Poffeflion of Hanover. 

His Majefty, as Eledor of Hano'Dery has no 
Views of Ambition : His Country has betn attacked 
only becaufe it belonged to the King of Great Britain : 

Tjtus, isut to bctfW 
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[ 39 3 
vent Hatwver from falling again into the Hands of 
France, after having been fo miraculoufly refcued 
from the Contributions of the repacious Richlieu^ 
and faved from the Miliary Defep of Belleifle.^l 
need not fay any Thing of the Glory acquired by that 
Army, which notwithftanding it's great Inferiority, 
hath driven the French twice from the Wefer to th^ 
Rhine. 1 fhall only obferve, that the next Cam- 
paign (if another Campaign fhould preceed th« 
Peace) will, in all Probability, lofe us none of the 
Advantages we have gained, on that Side ; if our 
Army, Itill headed by Prince Ferdinand who has 
already gained fd many Laurels, be refidered more- 
formidable, as I hope it will, by fending to it feme 
Thoufands more of our national Troops ; who now, 
fjnce the Conaueft of C^w^^^, and the Defeat of 
the long threatned Invafion, have no other Scene 
of Adion left, but to contribute to another Vidlory 
in Germany. " 

It would be a very pleafmg Profpea; if we could 
fpealc with equal Confidence* and Probability of 
Succefs, concerning the future Operations of the 
King of Pruffm. However, when we refled on the 
amazing Difficulties he has had to flruggle with ; 
attacked on every Side by a Number of Confede- 
rates, each of whom, fingly,one would have thought, 
an equal Match for his whole Strength ; bearing 
up, at the fame Time, againft the formidable Power 
of the Houfe of Auftria \ the brutal Ferocity of the 
Ruffians \ the Attacks of the Swedes-, the Armies 
of the Empire; and, atone Time, having the ad- 
ditional Weight of the French Arms upon him j 
when, I fay, we reflcd on the uncommon DifficuU 
tics this magnanimous Piince has to refill, we muft 
rather cxprefs our Wonder, and our Satisfaction 
that his Situation is Hill fo rerpcaabic, than indulge 
— — -„ ^ ^, y— 
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©ur Fears, that it is likely to be worfe. The fever- 
dl Checks he has met with during this War, have 
only ferved to fhew how calm he poflefles hirofelt 

. under Diftrefs, and how ably he can extricate him- 
felf. The Houf of Adverfity has called torth all his 
Abilities, ^nd if he has failed fome times, from too 
great an Eagernefs to conquer, he has always been 
able to retrieve his Affairs, and like Ant^us, gain- 
ed frefh Strength from eyery.Overthrow. 

And, upon this Principle, ] flatter myfelf, his 
PjruJJian Majefty will ftill be able to fecure to 
himfelf the greater' Part, if not the whole of 
Saxony for his Winter Quarters, apd to recruit 
his Army, no Doubt much fliattered with it's 
Loflfcs and Fatigues, before the opening of an- 
other Campaign. It is to be hoped alfo, that 
befidds the amazing Refources He has ftill left 
in his own unbounded Genius, and the generous 
and effedual Support which his Connexion with 
Eng/anJ^ affortis-him ; the Power of the Confede- 
racy againil him may be broken, 'by difuniting the 
Confederates. HiHory fatisfiesus howfeldom a Con- 
fedcracy of many Princes, has ever ruined a fingle 

. Power attacked. J have given one Inftance of this al- 
ready, when I fpoke of the Grand Alliance againft 
Lezvis XIV. and the League of Cambray againft the 
yenetians^ in the 1 6th Century, is an Inftance ftill 
more remarkable. 

But, if contrary to our Hopes, our Wifhes, our 
Endeavours, this ftiould fail ; if his Pruffian Maje- 
fty, like a ^Lion caught in the Toils (after a Ke- 
fiftance already made, which will hand him down 
to Pofterity as the greateft of Men) ftiould at laft 
be unable to defejid himfelf j let him not dcfpair 
while he is in Alliance with Britain: For I would 
inculcate a Dodrinc, which I think will not be 

u n po p u lar 



^mm 



rhe fevcr- 
'ar, have 
J himfelt 
:ate him- 
rth all his 
from too 
/ays been 
us, gain- 

yfelf, his 
fecure to 
vhole of 
recruit 
with it's 
g of an- 
ilfo, that 

ftill left 
generous 
ion with 
Confede- 
liting the 
n a Gon- 

a fingle 
3f thisal- 
e againft 
jainft the 
ince dill 

Ties, our 
zn Maje- 
LT a Ke- 
rn down 
d at lad 
•t dcfpair 
I would 
! not be 



[41 ] 

unpopular amongft my Countrymen, ^nd which, 
therefore, I hope, will not be oppofed by our Mi- 
ni fters, ^Tbat whatever Conquejis we have made, and 
whatever CoKqueJls we mUy Jlill make, upon the 
French, except North America, which muft he ke^t 
ell <}ur own ; Jhould be looked^upon as given back to 
France for a mo ft important Conjideration, if it can 
be the Means of extricating the King of Pru&ia from 
any unforefeen Diftreffes. 

Perhaps my Notions on this Subjed may feem 
to border on Enthufiafmi but, however, I can- 
not but be perfuaded, that Things are come, to 
that Pafs in Germany, that the Ruin of the King 
of PruJ/ia will be foon followed by the Ruin of the 
Proteftant Religion in the Empire. The blind Zeal 
of the bigotted Auftrian F'amily will have no Check, 
if the Head and Prote<5lor of the German Prote- 
ftants be deftroyed ; and the War begun only to 
wrcft Silefta from him, will, in the End, be found 
to be a War that will overturn the Liberties and 
Religion of Germany, If, therefore, the noble 
Perfeverance of the King of Pruffia dcferves the 
Efteem of a generous People i il his Fidelity to 
bis Engagements, which has contributed to fave 
Hanover and to ruin France, can denland our Gra- 
tiicudej if the Danger of the only Proteftant So- 
vereign in Germany^ able to prcferve fhe Privileges 
of his Religion from being trampled under Foot, 
can call forth the warm Support of* this Proteftaiir 
Nation ; may I not hope, may I not be confident, 
that our Miniftcrs will di<5late, and our People 
approve of Terms of Peace m his Favour, tho* 
they Ihould be purehafed by relinquifhing feme 
of ourConqueftsj while the PofTcflion of Canadd 
will be fo reafonable a Bound to the Demands wc 
may make for ourfelves ? 
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1 have ftated this Point, upon a Suppofitlon 
that the Event of the War may turn out to the 
Difadvancage o^ the King of Prujfia, But if the 
Fortune, the Capacity, the Perleverancc of that 
Great Prince, fliould enable him (as I think wc 
ma)^ l^ill hope} to extricate himfelf from the Dan- 
gers that furround him ^it may beafl^ed. What 

is to be done with the Conquefts which, befides 
Canada, we fliall be in PofTeflion of when we treat 
of a Peace ?— My Propofal is honed, and per- 
haps will not be treated as chimerical : Employ 
them to recover out of the I lands of France thofe 
Towns of Hand'rs, gained for the Aujiricn Family 
by the Valour, and at the Expence of England \ 
and which have been fo perfidioofiy facrificcd. A 
Britijh i\dminii>ration muft tremble at the Prof- 
pect of feeing Newport and OJlend become French 
Propetty, and, therefore, lliould ule their utmoft 
Endeavours to prevent this at the Peace ; tho' 
thofe Endeavours may fcrve the Court of Vienna, 
whofe Ingratitude to Britain never will be forgot- 
ten ; tho', at the fame Time, I muft own we Ihall 
draw no fmall Advantage frojn it. We (hall learn, 
for the future, to prefer our own Inter ell to t^iat 
ot others; to proportion our E.xpences on the 
Cuntir.ent to the immediate Exigencies of our own' 
Couniryi and never to* aftift.a wcw.Ally, without 
remembering how much we did tor our Old one, 
and what Return we have had I 

I have, now, nearly executed my principal De- 
fign, m the prcfent Addrifs; which w.as to give 
my T'loughts on the important l*.if]nefs of the ap- 
proaching Treaty. And if it be conduded with 
as much Ability, as the War has be( n carried on 
with Spirit, and Succfs, there is.grrat Room for 
flattt-ring Ocirielrcs, that the V^oicc of the Publick 
jcmands iiQ Ad^^ HHi^cs Qr CLffiQiis^ in Favo u r oL 




ppofition 
It to the 
Lit if the 
: of that 
think wc 
the Dan- 
Li, What 
1, be fides 

I \ye treat 
and per- 

Employ 
znce thole 
'n Family 
England j 
iced. A 
the Prof- 
le French 
ir utmoft 
ice ; tho' 
if Vienna^ 
e forgot- 
> we Ihall 
lall learn, 

II to ttiat 
s on the 

our own 
, without 
• Old one, 

cipal De- 
s to give 
if the ap- 
(9:ed with 
airied on 
Loom for 
t Publick 
r'a vau r q £ 



If V 



i : 



f 43 ] • 
England, which the Minifters of England are not 
refolved to infift upon. 

But amidft the fignal Succefles of our* Arms, 
which give uyb realonable an Expectation of an 
honourable rRce, and have exalted our Country 
to the highefl Pinnacle of Glory and Reputation 
abroad— I wifh it could be faid that our Conjiitti- 
//<?// was not greatly in Danger of being hurt* and al- 
moft loft, at Home. — I fhall beg Leave to take this 
Occafion of touchingthis equally melanchdlyand^im- 
portant Subjcd: ; with a View, not to blame, but to 
lament ; not to bring any railing Accufation againft 
thofe who are now in Power, but to exhort and to 
excite them to endeavour, before it be too late, to 
add to the Services they have done their Country, 
in faving it from the open Attacks of 'France, the 
ftill more important Service of faving our Confti 
tution, which fome unhappy Circumftances of our 
prefent Situation have already greatly changed, and 
leem to threaten with intire Deftru6tion -, — Nay, I 
may fey, would have adlually de|lroyed, if it were 
not for the good Heart of our gracious Sovereign ^ 
who fcorns to take Advantage of them. 

Confiderably above an hundred Millions of Dcbtj 
the Sum we muft be obliged to fit down with, at the 
End of the prefent War, is a Burthen which, 
however immcnfe, Experience has taught us, con- 
trary to all Theory, we fhall be able to bear with- 
out Bankruptcy. As our Expcnces have increafed^ 
we have found, contrary to the Prediftions of 
gloomy Politicians, that our Abilities to bear them 
have increafed alfo. — But tho' our I^cbts be not too 
great for the Riches of our Country, they are 
much too great for the Independency of its Confti- 
tution. For, when I confider the infinite Depen* 
dance upon the Crown, created by Means of Them, 
throughout the Kingdom, amongft all Degrees ot 

^ ^ ^^ M«Trf 
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Men i when I relkt^^on^ the manf Thoufands of 
Placemen, of every Denomination, who are em- 
ployed in the Colledion of the vaft Variety of 
Taxes now levied^ on the JPublic ; and take a Re- 
view of a far greater Number of Servants oj the 
Crown, both Civil and Military^ for whofe Sup- 
port fo conficjerable a Share of the public Revenue 
is fet apart, too tnany of whom, 1 fear, might be 
tempted to afllft in extending the Influence of the 
Prerogative to the Prejudice of public Liberty ; 
when I confider our raft Load of Taxes, in this 
Point of View, I cannot help obferving the amaz-^- 
ing Revolution in our Government which th^s fm- 
gle Article has brought about ; nor enough lament 
the unhappy Circumftances of Affairs, and the 
Neceflities of the War which have forced us to an 
annual Expence, unknown to former Times, and 
which will aimoft be incredible to Pofterity. I 
believe I can venture to fay upon Memory, that 
the Expences of the War, for all King lVtlliam\ 
Reign, about 13 Years, were not, at a Medium, 
above 3 Millions and a half a YearV\and^Queen 
Amte's^ tho' the laft Years were exorbitant, were 
little more than 5 Millions. What they are now I 
figh to think on. Twelve or Fourteen Milfions 
are demanded without Referve ; and, what is dill 
more, voted without Oppofition.. Nay, of fo lit- 
tle Confequencc is it now thought, by our Repre- 
fentatives, to deliberate on the weight^ Bufinefs 
of raifmg Money on the Subjeft, that fcarccly can 
Forty of them b? got together, to ^hear the Efti- 
mat.es for at lead One hundred and four/core Tboufand 
Men, for lb many we have now in our Pay ; and 
to borrow Eight Millions^ the Sum by which our 
Expences exceed our Income. 

Thefe are alarming Confid€rati6ns ; but another 
j>bje6l, no jefs threatening the Rftin ofjO"£^Q'^ft^' 
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I am old enough to remember what Uneafinefa 
and Jealoufies difturbed the Minds of all true' Pa- 
triots, with regard to ftanding Armies, anS mili- 
t'iry Eftablifhments. Principles of Liberty in ge- 
neral, and, in particular, Whig Principles, excited 
this Uneafinefs and produced thofe Jealoufies, which, 
from Time to Time, have been a fruitful Source 
of Parliamentary Debate. It was no longer ago 
than the late King's Time, that the vefting Courts 
Martial., in Time of Peace, with the Power of pu- 
nifhing Mutiny and Befertion with Death, was car- 
riedinthe Houfe of Commons by a fmall Majority *. 
Nay, that a Court Martial, however limited in its 
Jurisdiction, was inconfiftent with the Liberties of a 
free People, in Time of Peace, was the Doctrine of 
Whigs in thofe Days ; it was the Dodrine, in par- 
ticular, of Sir Robert Walple then in Oppofition ; 
whofe remarkable Expreflion, in this great Debate, 
" That they who gave thtFo^er of BloocUgave Bloody* 
never can be forgotten. And though afterwards 
"when he came to be a Mimjlery he was better 
reconciled to {landing Armies and Mutiny Bills, 
in Time of Peace, feventeen thoufand Men, 
was all the Army he durft afk; yet even that 
Demand produced an annual Debate ; and the 
annual Rcafon, on which he founded the JVecef- 
fity of his Demand — being the Danger from the 
Pretender and the Jacobites; was the ftrongeft 
Proof, that even in Sir R. fF'alpole*s Opinion, the 
Kedudion in the Army Ihould take Place, when 
this Danger from Difaffedion fhould ceafe. Bur 
how are Things changed ? — I own indeed that a- 
midft the Dangers of this War, and the Threats 
o[ an Invafion, the vaft Army now on our Efta- 

• In 1-17-18 the Numbers on the Divifion were 247 to 2?9. 
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bliOiment, is neccflary : But what I lament is to 
fee the Sentiments of the Nation fo amazingly re- 
conciled to the Profpeft ot having a far more nu- 
merous Body of regular Troops, kept up, after 
the Peace, than any true Lover of his Country in 
former Times though, could be allowed without ' 
endangering the Conftitution. Nay, fo unaccount- 
ably tond are we become of the military Plan, 
that theKredion of Barracks, which, twenty Years 
ago,, would have ruined any Minifter who fliould 
have ventured to propofe it, may be propofed fafe- 
, ly by our Minifters now a-Days and, upon Trial, 
be found to be a f .vourite Meafure with our Patri- 
ots, and with the Public in general. 

But what I lament as the greateft Misfortune 
that can threaten the public Liberry, is to fee the 
Eagernefs with which our Nobility, born to be the 
Uuaruians of the Conftitution cigainft Prerogative, 
foJicu the B%e o^mluary Subjedion, not merely 
to ferve th.'ir Country, in Times of Danger, which 
would be commendable, but in Expedation to be \ 
connnued Sc/diers, when Tranquillity fhall be re- 
ftored, and to be under miiitary Command, during ' 
Life. When I fee this Itrange, but melancholy 
Infatuation, fo prevalent, I almoft defpair of the 
Conftitution. If it fhould go on in Proportion as 
It has of late, I fear the Time will, at laft, come, 
when Ind^endence on the Crown, will be exploded 
-as unfarhionablc. Unleft another Spirit poftfc oUr 
Nobihty ; unlefs they lay afide their Military Trap- 
pmgs ; and think that they can ferve their Coun- 
try more efFeftually as Senators than as Soldiers 
what can we expeft but to fee, the Syftem of mili- 
tary Subordination extending itfclf throughout the 
Kingdam, univerfal Dependance upon Government 
nflucncing every Rank of Men, and the Spirit, 
. nay 
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nay the very For^ of the Conftitution deftroyed ? 
We have generally beaten the French, and always 
laeen foolifh enough to follow their Fafhions; 1 was 
in Hopes 'We Ihould never have taken theFalhion 
of French Governmenr-; but from our numerous 
Armies, and the military Turn of our Nobility, I 
am afraid we are running into it as fait as we can. 
And, unlefs fomething can be done, to bring back 
our Conflitution to its firft Principles, we fliall find, 
that we have triumphed, only to make ourfelvds 
as wretched as our Enemy -, that otir Conquefts are 
but a poor Compenfation for the Lofs of our Liber- 
ties; in a Word, that, like fFolfe, falling in the 
Arms of Vidory, we are moft glorioufly — undone! 
But though I have drawn lo melancholy a Pic- 
ture, of the Dangers which threaten us with the 
Lofs of our Liberties, it is with no other Defign, 
than to exhort thofe who are placed at the Helm, 
to fee about the Repairs of our fhattered VeflTel, 
as foon as flie can be brought fafe into Har- 
bour. After the Peace is once fettled, it ought to 
be the great Objea of our Minifters, to devife 
every Expedient, and to adopt every Plan, that 
luay extricate this unhappy Conftitution from the 
Dangers I have defcribed. Confidering the low 
Ebb of France, we have fome Reafon to hope that 
when Peace is once reftored, upon folid Terms, it 
will not foon be interrupted. Much, therefore, 
may be done during thofe Years of Tranquility ; 
if our Minifters be diligent and faithful in this 
great Work of reviving the Conftitution. The 
fncrtd, and inviolable Application of the Sinking 
Fund, which thelncreafe of ^ur Trade, and other 
Circumftances, have lb greatly augmented, and 
muft ftjll augment, will operate gradually, and ef- 
fedually. Univeifal and invariable CEconomy, 
— • — — — mttfir 



Ih 



r4n 

muft be introduced into every Branch of Govern- 
nient ; the Revenues of the Kingdom may be 
vailjy increafed by adopting Schemes that will pre- 
vent Frauds, and leffen the Expence of Collec- 
tion ; innumerable unneccfTary Places may be abo-- 
liQied, and exorbitant Perquilites, in thofe we leave, 
may be reflrained ; Attention muft be had to the 
Morals and Principles of the Nation, and the Revival 
ol Virtue and ot Religion will go hand in hand, 
with the Revival of Liberty. But no Objea will 
deferve more Attention, than our Military En- 
crojCchments on Conftitutional Independ'ance 
\Vhen this War iliall be over, there will be lefs 
Keafon, than ever, for numerous Armies. The 
Kingdom now happily being united, and Difaffec- 
II n (o the Royal Family ar an End, we need fear 
no Rebellions among ourftflves; and Invafions from 
IraKce are lefs likely than ever. Befides, by the 
Care and Perfeverante of fome Patriots, wc ha c 
acquired a new iriternal Strength, a Militia trained 
up to be ufefi^l, and confequntly, we may without 
any Danger tp the Public, reduce the Number v( 
our Guards ^nd Garrifons, fo low, as to deftroy 
great P^Jy^ the huge Fabrick of Military Influ- 
ence ,fnan>pcndance. But whatever you do, if 
you ttiean to rcflore the Conltittition, you muft 
fcci# the Dignity and Independance of Parliament 
After pairing fuch Laws as may Hill be necefTary to 
j)Vclerve the Freedom of Eledions, from Influence 
of every Sort ; to p -nifh Bribery both in the Eiec- 
fof.^ iiudinthpE/ei^ledi fomething, perhaps, may 
ftill be done by Way of Place-bill, to leflen mini- ' 
Iterial Influence over Parliaments, wichout having 
Rccourfe to an Olivenan St\i-dniying Ordinance 
or to fo cotui an Exclufion ol Placemen as was 
cftabliflied, in chc original Aet ul Settlement. 
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And an Houfe of Commons thus chofeDj and 
thus made independent, now that JacGbitifm is 
rooted out, can never be formidable but to thofe 
who have Reafon to tremble. Such an Houfe of 
Commons, will co-operate with the Adminiftration 
in every Plan of publickr Utility, and at the fame 
Time inquire carefully into the Abufes of Govern- 
ment i Supplies will be voted ; but only in Pro- 
portion to the real Income and Abilities of the Na- 
tion; and we may exped to fee, what we have 
not fcen above thefe forty Years, a Parliamentary 
Commiffion of Accounts ercded to inquire into the 
Difburfement of near Two Hundred Millions, 
And unlefs we fee this, foon, I (hall look upon our 
ConllttutiQn, as loft, for ever, 

TrtJfc, and many foch Regulations, as thefe, 
may^ under an honeftand virtuous Adminiftration, 
be adopted "^hen once Peace is reftorcd : And the 
ProfpcA of feeing them adopted, and ftcadily pur- 
fucd," keeps me from defpairing altogether of the 
CommomvMlth, 

To you, therefore, whofc Power, moft likely, 
will not terminate with the War ; and whom I 
have prefumed to addrefs, with l^egard to the 
Terms that fliould be demanded, to fcc^ire us from 
® a perfidious Foe \ To you. My Lora, and ^/>, 
let me earnestly recommend, the ftiil more impor- 
tant Care, of il^ying us, from our/elves^ and as you 
have with an Unanimity, that doth you both 
great Honour, dircded our Councils, fo as to ** 
humble France, let me intrcat you to prefcrve your 
Union, till it re-invigorate thp almolt loft Powers 
of the Brtiijb Conftitution. 

If you have any Regard to Virtue, to Liberty, 
to your Country \ if yoo would live greit, and die 
lamented i if you would fhine in Fliftory, with our 

I fe Clarendons 
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Clarendons and Southamptons ; let not this Oppor- 
tunity, perhaps, this lafl: Opportunity of faving 
Britijh Liberty, and Independence, be thrown a- 
way. You, tny Lord, whofe Rank, whofe cxten- 
five Influence, and perfonal Authority, have give^ 
you the Preeminence, in public Affairs, as it were 
by Prefcription ; much will depend upon you, in 
the carrying on this important Work. But when 
I dire6l my Addrefs to yon. Sir, you muft be con- 
fcious that befides the general Expedbations we have 
from you, as a Lover of Your Country, we have 
your own repeated Promilcs, and Declarations, to 
make us flatter ourfelves that you will not ftop 
Ihort, in your Schemes of national Reformation. 
Not tutored in the School of Corruption, but lifted, 
from your earlieft Years, under the Banner of Pa- 
triotiim ; called into Power, by popular Approba- 
tion,' and ftill uniting, the uncommon Charaiflers 
of Minijler and Pair tot \ favourite of the Puhuic, 
and Servant of the Crown •, be not oflrcnded, Sk, 
if I remind you, not to Difappoint that Confidence 
the^ublic places in your future Endeavours to 
prop the finking Conftitution. Nor let it ever fall 
from your Memory, that the Nation expedls from 
your Virtue, your CEconomy, your Plans for Li- 
berty, during the future Pence, as great Advantages 
as we have already gained, from your Spirit, your 
bold Councils, and vigorous Efforts, in carrying 
on the pre lent War. 

P(,rhaps I grow too warm, on a favorite Sub- 
jed i and, therefore, from Schemes which cannot 
take Effei^, till the War be clofed, let me turn 
your Attention again, for a little while longer, to 
the Objefb immediately before our Eyes — the in- 
fuing Conferences for Pc»acc. And, with Regard 
to thefc, .though I fuppofc, they will hegin^ before 
3 the 
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the Winter be over, I think there is fome Reafon, 
for being of Opinion that we muft have another 
Campaign, before they can be finally clofed. 
France is too low, to think fcrioufly of a Peace, 
without making fome defperate Effort. She never 
would have expoftd her Weaknefs to all Europe, 
by fo fhameful and fo humbling a Bankruptcy; 
She never would have ruined her public Credit, 
and melted her Plate, the laft Refource, when 
every other has b^en exhaufted, only to receive 
Terms from England. No, fhe knows fhe is un- 
done, for ever, if fhe gets no footing in Hanover i 
and, therefore, we may expedt to lee another At- 
tempt made for that Purpofe. Bgt, if we are not 
wanting to ourfelves, another Attempt, will end, 
as unfortunately for her, as the former have done j 
and her Ruin only be more confirmed. In the mean 
while, I make no Doubt, the Pienipotentiaries'will 
meet at a Congrefs ; but the Events of the Field, 
muft regulate the Deliberations of the Cabinet. 
We, no Doubt, Ihall be Jirm in our Demands, 
whateiMr they are \ and the French will endeavour 
to gain Time, to know whether there is any likeli- 
hood of obliging us to offer them i?e Iter. In this 
Situation, then, France muft hear with Terror, 
that without breaking our national Faith, without 
injuring private Property, without giving exorbi- 
tant Premiums, we have already provided immenfely 
for the Supplies of anothev Year (and Supplies for 
Tears may llill be had) to meet them- -not in Ame- 
rica \ there they are no more -, — not on the Ocean—- 
the Dcftrudlion of their Fleets leaves that Empire 
free to us --but once more, on the Plain-^ of iinother 
Minden^ again to feci and to confcfs the Superiority 
of Britijh Valour. 
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.1 have only a Particular or two, to add, be- 
fore 1 conclude. And I cannot help congra^ . 
tulating the Public, on the Wifdora of ourV 
Manner of Opening the Negociation for Peace. ^ 
I mean to obferve, that our Minifters have hap^ 
pily got rid of a Set of very ufdefs, or very per ^ 
nictgus Gentlement called Mtdiators^ by apply- 
ing diredly xo the Enemy himfc^ Nothing 
can be more ridiculous than the Figure of the Pope'^ 
Nuncio, and fejie Ambaflador of Fenice, adting the 
Farce of Mediatibq atMunftery for feveraf Years» 
while the War wentW, till its Events regulated the 
Terms of Peace. /The Mediation oiin/tgnificant 
Powers is therefore abfurd ; and the Danger of cal- 
ling in a powerful Mediator, who may threaten 
to declare againft you, if you do not fubmit to his 
partial \)ccX\o[-\^y is too obviows to be infiftediupon. 
You have done wifely, thereforjc, to keep the Ne- 
gociation in your own Hands ; the IVation, from 
this Inftaitfe, has a full C6nfidcnce that her Inte- 
refts, are ikiifully conduaedj and, therefore, I fhall 
only add, another Particular, which hoWcver fub- 
ordiniitc, will, no Doubt be attended to by you -, 
thotigh fmc late Negotiators of ours, with France^ 
negledtcd it. 

The French, by taking the Lead in Europe 
ot late, have, of Courfc, been dble to introduce 
their Language in all, public Negociations ; fo 
that, perhaps, the trench is the only Tongue, - 
by the Chanel of which Plenipotentiaries and Mi- 
niftcrs of different Countries, can converfe. But 
when the Negociation is to be put into Writing, ^ 
to be drawn up in that Form which is to be ' 
binding upon all the Parties, and figned jointly by 
the treating Powers, neither the Honour, nor the 
Intercll of the State, bught to allow us, to Icccpt 
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of the Original Trcaity in the Native Tongue of our 
Enemies. The Honour of the Nation forbids tT^is ; 
as it; would be aConfeffion of Superiority, to which 
Britain^ at no Time, much lefs after fo glorious a 
War, fliou Id fubmit \ efpeclally as we cannot fub- 
mit to it, without giving the Enemy a real Ad- 
vantage, and laying the- Foundation for future 
Cavils.—Cardirral Mazarine^ in his Letters, boafts, 
that by a latent Ambiguity and Nicety in the French ' 
Stile, he had been able to out- wit Donl^ouhde 
HarOj in the Conferences at the Pyrenees. And a 
much later Inftance, in which we ourfclvcs werie 
partly concerned, fhould confirm us, in our Refu- 
fal to treat with the French in their own Language. 
—I mean the famous Capitulation of the DuftB 
Girrifon of Tournay in 1745 ; whidi, though only 
reftrained from afting, lor a limited Time in -any 
of the Barrier Towns*, as the ZSS/fift "' believed, 
when they accepted of the Capitulation, was foon 
after interpreted by France^ as tying them up from 
ading in any Part of the World ; ancf might have 
been fatal t9, this Country, if the Rebdlion in Scot- 
landy to aflift in quelling which tht Butch lent us 
thofe very Troops, had been fo fupccfsful, as to 
oblige us. to put our Foreign Allies totheTeft. 

We have no great Realon, no more than other 
Nations, to truft GaZ/rV Faitb^ as appears from tKe 
many Inftances of their unpaltiated Perfidy which I 
have collected above. Let us not, therefore, be 

'* I Have not the original CaJ^ituktion oefore me, but I 
remember, pretty exadly on what the Cavil turned. The 
Ti oops were not to a|£f, I think, for two Years, in any of the 
PIiiq;s Iti piks rtcuUes dt la Barritrt. The Dutch, no doubt, un- 
derflood, ^e la Barriertto bp the dnititft Cafe, but the French 
faid they meant it in the ^^/'Ai/inc/r.. 

• ' ^ ' fo 
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fo weak as to give th^m Room for ohmdl/s upon 
us, any fallacious Interpretations o^the V/ords in 
which they plight their Faith. I'hey are too ready 
JO break it when the Terms are ever io clear j and 
theretorc, let us take Care M to give them that 
Advantage which iupcribr okili in theirown Lan- 
.guage, naturally confers, and which upon fome 
iutureOccarion,they may improve to ourDetriment. 
Let the original and autBentic Copy of the treaty 
therefore be in a dead Language, thePhr^fesof 
whw:Ii cannot vary, an(^ whole Meaning is equally 
iinderftood by both f^arties. We had once a very 
learned Plenipotentiai-y in Q^een Elizabeth^ Time 
who, in a Negociation with Spatn, when it came 
tq be debated 4n Avhat Language the Treaty iliould 
be made ludncouay enough propofed to the Spa^ 
mard, ^ho was giving himlelf Airs of Superiorfty, 
to treat in the Language of his MaOcr's Kingdom 
of Jerufalem, But leaving the Hebrew, fur our 
Divines i I would onjy have our Negociators treat 
in Latin :, ^Whidi feemed, as it were by Prelcrip> 
tion to have a Right to be ,he Language of the 
Public Law of Eu-ope, till fome late Inftances 
have Ihewn that the French'vj2i, beginning to be 
fubftiuitedin its Room; by the Laz.nefs orNeg- 
ieA of thofe w)iQ treated. As, we are fanguinc in 
our Hopes of a much better Peace than «*ve had 
at Utrecbt with Regard to the Terms- ; let it not, 
be worfe than that at Uirecbi, which p^eferved the 
O d Cuftom of fettling the Negociatiol in Latin. 
We then had a Bifhop indeed, as Plenipotentiary: but 
without having Kecourfe.to the very learned Bench, 
orchooling a Plenipotentiary iromCambridge (I hope 
in a httlc Time one may join the other Univcrfity, 
without giving Offence) the Negociators at the en- 
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foing, Peace, may be accommodated with Laiin 
enough for the Purpofe I mention, at a very mode- 
rate Expence — if their Secretary or Chaplain can- 
not afTift them. - ^ 

But when i begin to be ludicrous on fo ferious a 
Subject, it is, Time,t6 hayedope : And my Ad- 
drefs has already' fwelled to fuch a fize as furprizes 
myfelf, as much, as I fear it will tire the Reader. 
However, the vaft Variety of Fads, and Particulars, 
which naturally offered themfelves to me, and which 
could hot be omitted without hurting the Connex- 
ion, and weakening my Argument, will, perhaps, 
procure Indulgence for fo long a PaYnphlct : And, 
fqr the fame Reafon, I flatter myfelf, that if I 
fliould happen to have been miftaken in any Thing 
I advance, to have erred in a Date, or to have 
mif-quoted a Treaty, fome Allowances will be 
made to me, as I have been obliged to ttuft much 
to my Memory, for want of a proper Opportuni- 
ty of. confulting many of thofe Books, which fur- 
ni(h the Materials I have made Ufe of. HoweVer, 
' 'I believe a candid Reader, will find no capital^ ^c 
lea'ft, no wilful, Mifeke,. ' . . 

I am far from the Vanity of thinking that my 
Notions on the important Subject of the Peace, 
are a regular Plan or Syftem for the Adminillra- 
tion to proceed upon. 1 throw them out, only 
as loofe Hints for my Superiors to improve as they 
may think proper. Should there be any Weight 
, in all, or any of them, you, my Lord and Sir, 
will be able to work them into Utility for this 
Kingdom. If they arc not .worth your Notice i 
as I am an anonymcJlis Writer, and hipe never to 
be known, I can neither lofe nor gain Reputation 
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